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Year 2 Science Medium Term Plan- Living Things and their Habitats 

 Please highlight all cross curricular links 

Date Objective (s) Task/activity Resources Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To explore and compare the 

differences between things 

that are living, dead, and 

things that have never been 

alive by thinking about life 

processes. 

To use their observations 

and ideas to suggest 

answers to questions by 

explaining how they know 

something is living, dead or 

has never been alive.   

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can compare the 

differences between things 

that are living, dead and 

have never been alive. 

I can answer questions 

about things that are living, 

dead or have never been 

alive. 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 1 

Explain some of the life processes and explain how life processes can tell us if 

something is living, dead or has never been alive. Discuss how we would know if 

something is living, dead or has never been alive and give reasons for answers.  

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

Draw 3 things – something that is living, dead and never been alive and label. 

Give 3 reasons for each to explain how you know.  

SEN 

Draw a living thing and write a sentence to describe how it does each of the 7 

life processes.  

Challenges 

Use the sorting cards to sort the pictures into living, dead and never been 

alive.  

Plenary 

Play Which One Am I? Choose from 3 pictures which is living, dead and never 

been alive and give reasons for answers.  
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Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals in their habitats, by 

mapping a habitat and 

identifying its inhabitants. 

To identify and classify, and 

sort objects into categories  

by sorting objects that are 

living, dead and have never 

been alive. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can map a habitat and 

identify what is in it. 

I can classify objects as 

those that are living, dead 

and those that have never 

been alive. 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 2 

Recap the 7 life processes. Learn about different habitats and what is living, 

dead or never been alive in these habitats. Sort given objects into categories 

and give reasons for my choice. Suggest different objects to go into each of 

the categories. 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS/ SEN  

Visit a habitat. What is in this habitat? Look around you carefully and find 

things that are living, dead or have never been alive. Draw or write at least 

five things in each box. 

Challenges 

Sort the cars into the correct British habitats 

Plenary 

Compare your Local Habitat Maps with the other people in your group. 

 

Magnifying 

glasses 

Clipboards  

Make 

preparations to 

visit a suitable 

local habitat, 

preferably 

woodland, 

coastal or pond. 

 

Lesson 3 NC objective:  

To identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals in their habitats, 

including microhabitats by 

identifying minibeasts in 

microhabitats. 

To gather and record data 

to help in answering 

questions by investigating 

the preferred habitat of 

minibeasts. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can identify animals in 

their habitats.   

I can use information I have 

gathered to answer a 

question. 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 3 

Recap what habitats are and introduce what a micro-habitat is. Discuss where 

we can find microhabitats and identify and name the minibeasts that can be 

found there. 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS/ SEN 

Work in mixed ability pairs. Find 2 different microhabitats. Give them a name, 

draw them and write a sentence to say what the habitat is like, using the word 

bank to help you. Look carefully at the two habitats. Count up the number of 

each kind of minibeast that you find there. 

Challenges 

Working in your pairs, you are each going to make a pictogram for one of your 

microhabitats. 

Plenary 

Look at your habitat drawings and descriptions. What were your two 

microhabitats like? Look closely at both pictograms. Did your two habitats 

have different kinds of minibeasts? Can you suggest why? 

 

Magnifying 

glasses 

Clipboards  

Make 

preparations to 

visit the same 

location as the 

previous lesson. 
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Lesson 4 NC objective:  

To identify that most living 

things live in habitats to 

which they are suited and 

describe how different 

habitats provide for the 

basic needs of different 

kinds of animals and plants,  

by researching habitats and 

the animals that live in 

them. 

To ask simple questions and 

recognise that they can be 

answered in different ways 

by asking and answering 

questions about a range of 

different habitats. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can describe a habitat and 

identify animals live in it. 

I can ask and answer 

questions about habitats. 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 4 

Describe the conditions of a habitat and identify features of different 

animals. Identify the needs of different plants and animals and ask questions 

about different habitats. Use research to find answers to questions. 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS/SEN 

Work in mixed ability pairs. Choose one of the habitats and research it by 

looking in books and on the Internet. Draw and label the plants and animals 

that live in your habitat.  

Challenges 

Write a description of the what it is like to live there.  

Plenary 

Look at the different questions and discuss whether or not each animal would 

survive in different habitats. Give reasons for their answers.  

 

Internet access 

Topic books on 

the following 

habitats: ocean, 

rainforest, 

desert and the 

Arctic 

 

Lesson 5 NC objective:  

To identify that most living 

things live in habitats to 

which they are suited and 

describe how different 

habitats provide for the 

basic needs of different 

kinds of animals and plants, 

and how they depend on 

each other by considering 

the adaptations of animals, 

and how living things in a 

habitat depend on each 

other. 

 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 5 

Describe the features of some animals and identify the needs of different 

plants and animals. Suggest how an animal survives in its habitat. Explain why 

the plants in a habitat need the animals and explain why the animals in a 

habitat need the plants. 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

Cut out the labels and stick them onto the sheet to show how living things 

depend on each other in the Arctic and complete the sentences using the word 

bank.  

SEN 

Cut out the labels and stick them onto the sheet to show how living things 

depend on each other in the desert and complete the sentences using the word 

bank.  
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Lesson objectives:  

I can identify how an animal 

is suited to its habitat.  

I can explain how living 

things in a habitat depend 

on each other. 

Challenges 

Cut out the labels and stick them onto the sheet to show how living things 

depend on each other in the rainforest and complete the sentences.  

Plenary 

How do humans depend on other living things to stay alive? What living things 

depend on us for survival?  

Lesson 6 NC objective:  

Describe how animals obtain 

their food from plants and 

other animals, using the 

idea of a simple food chain, 

and identify and name 

different sources of food 

by making a variety of food 

chains. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can describe how animals 

get their food. 

Main Teaching 

Powerpoint 6 

Name some sources of food and give examples of carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores. Order living things in a food chain. 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

Draw two food chains in the spaces below. Which habitat would you find this 

food chain in? One food chain with 3 animals and one food chain with 4 animals.  

SEN 

Draw two food chains in the spaces below. Which habitat would you find this 

food chain in? Both food chains with 3 animals in each.  

Challenges 

In groups, arrange the cards into different food chains. There are lots of 

correct answers! 

Plenary 

Rearrange the pictures of living things to make two food chains. Which 

habitats do these food chains belong in?   

 

  

 


