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Learning Objectives Games Key Vocabulary for Unit 

 To know some songs have a chorus or a response/answer part. 

 To know that songs have a musical style 

 To know that music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat.  

 To know that we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, 

colours and animals. 

 Rhythms are different from the steady pulse.  

 We add high and low sounds, pitch, when we sing and play our instruments. 

 To confidently know and sing five songs from memory.  

 To know that unison is everyone singing at the same time. 

 Songs include other ways of using the voice e.g. rapping (spoken word).  

 To know why we need to warm up our voices. 

 Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental part from memory or when 

written down.  

 Know the names of untuned percussion instruments played in class 

 Improvisation is making up your own tunes on the spot.  

 When someone improvises, they make up their own tune that has never been 

heard before. It is not written down and belongs to them. 

 Everyone can improvise, and you can use one or two notes. 

 Composing is like writing a story with music.  

 Everyone can compose. 

 A performance is sharing music with an audience.  

 A performance can be a special occasion and involve a class, a year group or a 

whole school.  

 An audience can include your parents and friends 

. Game 1 - Have fun finding the pulse! Find the pulse, 

use your imagination. Choose an animal and find the 

pulse.  

Game 2 - Rhythm Copy Back - Listen to the rhythm 

and clap back.  

Game 3 - Rhythm Copy back, Your Turn. This game is 

teacher led initially so make sure you are prepared!  

Game 4a - Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 1 - 

Listen and sing back with added vocal warm-ups. Use 

your voices to copy back this time. Use ‘La’ when you 

are singing back.  

Game 4b - Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 2 - 

Listen, sing back and some different vocal warm-ups. 

Use your voices to copy back using ‘La’. 

 

Keyboard, drums, bass, 

electric guitar, 

saxophone, trumpet, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

improvise, compose, 

audience, question and 

answer, melody, 

dynamics, tempo, 

perform/performance, 

audience, rap, Reggae, 

glockenspiel. 

Date Task/activity Resources 
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Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Consolidate Learning and Perform - Year 2 

 

 Step 1 

 Classical music 

 The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 

from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 

Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and is passed to future generations by listening and copying. 

 Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important.  

Children need to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and musicians.  

Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future listening. The only way to understand music is to listen 

to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered. 

 

1. Listen and Appraise 

 Reflect 

 Peer Gynt Suite: Anitra’s Dance by Edvard Grieg written in 1875 

 - an orchestral composition from the Romantic period. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on 

the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical 

vocabulary.  

Discuss the music and what you can hear in it. The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

 “What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

 “How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel. 

 “How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time.  

Peer Gynt Suite: Anitra’s Dance by Edvard Grieg was written in 1875, from the Romantic period. (See Periods of Classical Music 

document in the History of Music folder.)  

All resources as well as original 

lesson plans are on the Charranga 

website page for this unit. 
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“Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’. 

 “Do you like the music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion!  

 

Fast facts 

 The composer ● Edvard Grieg (born 15 June 1843 Bergen, Norway; died 4 September 1907) was a Norwegian composer and 

pianist who composed in the Romantic period. He is Norway’s most famous composer. He is best known for his Piano Concerto in 

A minor and for his music to Henrik Ibsen's play Peer Gynt, which includes movements called Aubade, In The Hall Of The 

Mountain King and Anitra’s Dance. He wrote many pieces for piano, including a collection of 66 pieces called Lyric Pieces. He 

also wrote songs to Norwegian and to German words.  

The music ● In 1874, Henrik Ibsen asked Grieg to write some incidental music for the first performance of the play he had written 

about the Norwegian hero Peer Gynt. Many of the pieces from this work became very popular.  

The story ● Henrik Ibsen (1828-1906) wrote his five-act play Peer Gynt in 1867 while living in Italy. It tells the story of of a 

Norwegian peasant. Unlike Ibsen’s previous plays, it was written in verse and wasn’t originally intended for stage performance.  

● In 1874, Ibsen changed his mind and wrote to his friend Edvard Grieg to ask if he would compose the music for a production of 

the play. Flattered to have received the invitation, Grieg agreed. 

 ● Much as he admired the drama as a literary work, Grieg found composing for it a difficult task. 

 ● Second to Grieg’s Piano Concerto, the Peer Gynt Suite No 1 is the composer’s most popular work, and of its four movements 

Morning Mood and In The Hall Of The Mountain King are among the most loved of all short orchestral compositions. Interesting 

extras  

● Edvard felt his teachers were too strict. In order to skip some classes, he wouldn’t bring his umbrella to school on rainy days 

(Bergen, his hometown, has plenty of rain) and would get soaking wet. His school teacher would send him home to change… how 

smart…  

● He had a collection of small dolls and one of them, a “lucky frog” was his concert companion. Before stepping onto stage as a 

pianist or a conductor, he would rub his lucky frog in his pocket for good luck.  

● In The Hall Of The Mountain King from Peer Gynt is easily Grieg’s most recognisable piece. It’s been a favourite of rock bands, 

and even The Who recorded a version. You’ll hear it in advertisements, video games and anywhere a creepy theme is needed. 

History Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space.  

 

Rewind and Listen Out! 
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 A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you 

will all have heard it earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. You will be asked the question: “Which of the 

following can you hear in this musical extract?”  

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the instruments you see in the pictures to hear 

their sounds. This will help the children familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

 1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

 2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each picture. 

 3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit!  

You will see which instruments you guessed correctly. 

 The extract you will hear is Bring Him Back Home (Nelson Mandela) by Hugh Masekela.  

The answer to the question is: male and female voices, a brass section, a solo flugelhorn, bass, drums, keyboard.  

2. Musical Activities There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. Composition activity using 

First Composer The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

 ● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders. 

 ● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. 

For this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. Have fun as a class or in 

groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back.  

 

 Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

 Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year.  

3. Perform/Share Replay Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year.  

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. 

You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage. 

 

 
Lesson 2 

 

 

 

Step 2  

Classical music  

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 
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from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 

Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by listening and copying.  

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need to understand where music fits into 

history and to listen to its great composers and musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their 

future listening. The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered. 

 

Listen and Appraise  

Reflect 

 Brandenburg Concerto No 1 by Johann Sebastian Bach - an orchestral composition from the Baroque Period. (See Periods of 

Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

“How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel. 

 “How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. Brandenburg Concerto No 1 by Johann Sebastian Bach, written in 1721, an orchestral composition from the Baroque period. 

(See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

 “Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’. 

 “Do you like the music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion! 

 

Fast facts 

 The composer  

● Johann Sebastian Bach (born in 1685 and died in 1750) was a German composer and organist. He lived in the last part of the 

Baroque period. He didn’t ever travel very far, he spent all his life in central Germany, but he studied all the music he could find by 

other composers of his time. His own music shows that he learned from the music of Italian, French and German composers. He 

spent several years working at courts of noblemen. Here he wrote most of his chamber (music for small groups) music and 
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orchestral music. Most of his life, however, he worked in a church where he wrote church music. Bach wrote almost every kind of 

music except opera. During the last part of his life most composers were writing in a new style called the Classical style, but Bach 

always wrote in the Baroque style. That made some people at the time think he was old-fashioned, but today we know that his work 

is the very best of Baroque music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

The music 

 ● The Brandenburg Concertos by Johann Sebastian Bach are a collection of six instrumental works presented by Bach to Christian 

Ludwig, Margrave (Commander) of Brandenburg-Schwedt, in 1721 (though probably composed earlier). They are widely thought 

of as some of the best orchestral compositions of the Baroque era. 

The story  

● In 1721, Bach presented the Margrave of Brandenburg with manuscripts containing six lively concertos for chamber (small) 

orchestra. He didn’t get paid or thanked!  

● The name ‘Brandenburg’ was given to the set of pieces after Bach died. He compiled them from short instrumental sinfonias and 

concerto movements he had already written, and then proceeded to re-write and re-elaborate where he saw fit. You can definitely 

see a dramatic arc that develops in the course of the six concertos: the first one is brilliant, while the last one is more gentle and 

spiritual. 

Interesting extras 

 ● Many of his family were also very good composers, such as his uncle and several of his sons (for example C.P.E. Bach). In fact, 

you could say that the Bach family is the greatest musical family the world has ever known! ● He wrote over 1000 pieces of music  

● Much of his music was written for the church  

● Much of his music was written to teach people how to play an instrument, especially harpsichord or organ.  

● He was thrown into prison by his boss (the Duke of Saxe-Weimar) for accepting another job with better pay.  

● His music is so amazing that much of it can be played in many different ways and still sound right. For example, much of Bach’s 

music sounds right whether you play it fast or slow, or loud or quiet. 

 

History 

 Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space. 

 

Rewind and Listen Out!  

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will 

all have heard it earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. You will be asked the question: “Which of the 

following can you hear in this musical extract?” Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on 
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the instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children familiarise themselves with different 

instruments and voices.  

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

 2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each picture.  

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see which instruments you guessed correctly. The 

extract you will hear is Fly Me To The Moon sung by Frank Sinatra.  

The answer to the question is: bass, drums, piano, male solo voice, flute, saxophones. 

 

2. Musical Activities 

 There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all.  

Revisit Hands, Feet, Heart warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

Composition activity using First Composer  

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options.  

● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders. 

 ● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. 

For this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Rhythm Grid work  

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols  

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid  

d. Play the track  

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm  

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

 Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons and videos to embed your learning.  

Rewind and Replay (Revision)  

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 
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3. Perform/Share Replay  

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year.  

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. 

You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage. 
Lesson 3 Step 3  

 

Classical music 

 The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 

from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 

Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by listening and copying. Breadth 

of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need to understand where music fits into history and to 

listen to its great composers and musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered.  

 

1. Listen and Appraise  

Reflect 

 From The Diary Of A Fly by Béla Bartók - an orchestral composition from the 20th Century. (See Periods of Classical Music 

document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. Use this 

opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary.  

 

Discuss the music and what you can hear in it. The following questions can be seen on-screen:  

“What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

 “How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel. 

 “How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. From The Diary Of A Fly by Béla Bartók written between 1926 and 1939, the early 20th century. (See Periods of Classical 
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Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

 “Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’. 

 “Do You Like the Music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion! 

 

 Fast facts 

 The composer 

 ● Béla Bartók (born in Hungary in 1881 and died New York City in 1945) was a famous Hungarian composer and pianist. He was 

one of the most important and original composers of the 20th century. He showed great talent as a pianist at an early age. He 

became very interested in folk music and travelled a lot in Hungary and other countries, including Romania, listening to the folk 

songs which the country people sang. He often used the style of these songs in his music. He is famous for his piano music, string 

quartets and several pieces for orchestra including one called Concerto for Orchestra. Bartók’s harmonies and lively rhythms were 

sometimes quite new to classical music and some audiences found them difficult to understand at first.  

 

The music  

● Bartók’s music used lots of modern sounds that can appear a bit odd if you are not used to them. They are called atonality, 

bitonality and modern harmonies. He often uses different kinds of scales (not just major and minor ones), and very complicated 

rhythms. A lot of these are inspired by the folk music he heard. He wrote a lot of piano music, including some easy pieces for 

people who are learning the piano. This includes a collection of pieces in six volumes called Mikrokosmos which are very popular 

with young musicians today.  

 

Béla Bartók: Mikrokosmos  

● Béla Bartók traveled throughout remote regions of Eastern Europe and North Africa to record, and write down the folk music that 

he heard. Eventually he published nearly two thousand traditional tunes, and wrote books and articles on this music. Bartók brought 

folk elements and highly developed techniques of classical music together and he developed Mikrokosmos, a collection of 153 

piano pieces in six books of graded difficulty.  

● The first four books of Mikrokosmos were written to provide study material for the beginner pianist and are intended to cover, as 

far as possible, most of the simple technical problems likely to be encountered in the early stages. 

 ● Writing Mikrokosmos kept him busy for several years.  

● Bartók arranged the pieces in order of difficulty, and the first two volumes are dedicated to his son Péter Bartók. In fact, Béla was 
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giving piano lessons to his younger son, and besides vocal and technical exercises, he was given only pieces from the Mikrokosmos 

to play 

 ● Volumes 5 and 6 are intended as concert pieces for professional performances, but they are still fun and playful. From The Diary 

Of A Fly is one of the pieces describing the insect hopelessly caught in a spider’s web. Only after a mighty struggle does the fly 

manage to free itself!  

 

The story  

● The music describes a fly caught in a cobweb, from the fly's perspective, as he/she writes in a diary. You can hear buzzing sounds 

that signify the fly's desperation to escape. In the end, the fly does escape. This composition is one of the more difficult ones in this 

set.  

 

History 

 Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space. 

 

 Rewind and Listen Out! 

 A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will 

all have heard it earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. You will be asked the question: 

 “Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can 

hear. Click on the instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children familiarise themselves with 

different instruments and voices.   

You will see which instruments you guessed correctly.  

The extract you will hear is We Will Rock You by Queen. The answer to the question is: Stamping, clapping, drums, male voice, 

group voices, electric guitar.  

 

2. Musical Activities 

 There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all.  

Revisit Ho, Ho, Ho flexible games to embed the foundations of music  

 

Composition activity using First Composer  

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options.  

● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders.  
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● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For 

this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab.  

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back.  

 

Rewind and Replay (Revision)  

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year  

 

Perform/Share Replay  

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year.  

 Pick ‘n’ Mix If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. 

You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage 

Lesson 4 Step 4  

Classical music  

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 

from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 

Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by listening and copying. Breadth 

of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need to understand where music fits into history and to 

listen to its great composers and musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered.  

 

1. Listen and Appraise 

 

Reflect 

 Fantasia On Greensleeves by Ralph Vaughan Williams written for harp, flute and string orchestra in 1934 - from the Mid 20th 

Century. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or 

just listen to the music. Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music and what you can 

hear in it. 
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The following questions can be seen on-screen:  

“What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music.  

“How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel. 

 “How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. Fantasia On Greensleeves by Vaughan Williams written for harp, flute and string orchestra in 1934 - from the 20th century. 

(See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.)  

“Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’.  

“Do you like the music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion! 

 

Fast facts 

 The composer 

● Ralph Vaughan Williams born in 1872 and died in 1958, was an English composer of symphonies, chamber music, opera, choral 

music and film scores. He composed Fantasia On Greensleeves based on the famous ‘Greensleeves’ melody, in 1934.  

● He was one of England’s leading 20th century composers. As a child, he knew he wanted to be a composer, and he followed his 

dream even though members of his family weren’t very supportive. In the end, Vaughan Williams played a key role in reviving his 

country’s music. He composed many, many works, including songs, operas, ballets, choral pieces, and nine symphonies. 

 

The music  

● This music first appeared in Vaughan Williams’ opera Sir John In Love, in which he used not only the familiar ‘Greensleeves’ 

Folk tune but also another song from his collection, Lovely Joan. When Vaughan Williams arranged the Fantasia On Greensleeves 

for the concert hall, he brought the two songs together.  

● The word fantasy or fantasia has several meanings. You may know a fantasy as a daydream. In music, it is sometimes used to 

describe a work that does not follow any set form or pattern. Or, it can be used for compositions that are based on another musical 

work, like the Fantasia On Greensleeves. 

 

The story  
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● Vaughan Williams was dedicated to collecting and studying English Folk songs to preserve them for the future. A Folk song is a 

traditional song that is passed on from person to person. They are rarely written down, so many are lost or changed from their 

original form. Vaughan Williams loved the songs of England, and worked hard to record them.  

● He collected over 800 Folk songs and they had such a big influence on him that many ended up in his own compositions. 

 

Interesting extras  

● Do you know the song Greensleeves? It actually dates back to the 1500s, and was even used by Shakespeare. 

 

History 

 Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space. 

 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

 A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds.  

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it earlier in the year.  

Ask the children if they have heard it before.  

You will be asked the question: “Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” Listen to the extract and name the 

instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the 

children familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

The extract you will hear is Feel Like Jumping by Marcia Griffiths. The answer to the question is: bass, electric guitar, drums, brass 

section, backing singers, female lead singer. 

 

2. Musical Activities 

Revisit I Wanna Play In A Band warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

 

Composition activity using First Composer 

 The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options.  

● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders.  

● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For 

this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

 

Rhythm Grid work 
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 Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature  

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols  

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

 d. Play the track  

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion  

f. You can listen to your rhythm  

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

 h. You can turn the grid 

 

The Language of Music  

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons and videos to embed your learning 

 

 Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

 Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

 

3.Perform/Share 

Replay  

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

 

4.Pick ‘n’ Mix  

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. You will find 

the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage. 
 

Lesson 5 Step 5 

 Classical music 

 The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 

from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 
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Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by listening and copying. Breadth 

of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need to understand where music fits into history and to 

listen to its great composers and musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered. 

 

1.Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

 Dance Of The Sugar Plum Fairy by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky - an Orchestral composition from the Romantic period. (See Periods 

of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the 

music. Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music and what you can hear in it. 

 

The following questions can be seen on-screen:  

“What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

 “How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel.  

“How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. Dance Of The Sugar Plum Fairy by Tchaikovsky - an Orchestral composition from the Romantic period. Composed by Pyotr 

Ilyich Tchaikovsky in 1892. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder). 

 “Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’. 

 “Do you like the music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion! 

 

Fast facts  

 

The composer 

 ● Peter (Pyotr) Ilyich Tchaikovsky born in 1840 and died 1893, was a Russian composer whose works included symphonies, 

concertos, operas, ballets, Chamber music and Vocal music. The Sugar Plum Fairy is a character in the ballet The Nutcracker which 

was first presented in St Petersburg, Russia in 1892. 
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The music  

● Dance Of The Sugar Plum Fairy is a dance for a ballerina and part of The Nutcracker ballet.  

● The choreographer Marius Petipa wanted the Sugar Plum Fairy's music to sound like "drops of water shooting from a fountain". 

Can you hear how Tchaikovsky tried to achieve this with the music?  

● Tchaikovsky found the ideal instrument to do this job in Paris in 1891. He used the recently invented celesta. This instrument 

looked like a piano and it sounded like bells. Tchaikovsky said that it "sounded midway between a tiny piano and a glockenspiel, 

with a divinely wonderful sound." You can often hear this piece of music on adverts at Christmas time! 

 

The story  

● This piece accompanies a dance from a famous ballet The Nutcracker. The Sugar Plum Fairy is the character who is dancing. She 

is the ruler of the Land of Sweets. The Sugar Plum Fairy only dances in Act 2 of the ballet. She is the ruler of the Land of Sweets 

and welcomes the Nutcracker Prince and his love Clara to her land organising lots of parties for them. 

 

Interesting extras  

● Tchaikovsky's mother died when he was only 14 years old. Like anyone who experiences a tragedy such as this, he never fully 

recovered. Music, especially composing his own music, became a way that he could express himself. It helped him as he didn’t 

have his mum to talk to. 

 

History 

 Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space 

 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

 A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds.  

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it earlier in the year. Ask the children if they 

have heard it before. You will be asked the question: “Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” Listen to the 

extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. 

This will help the children familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices 

The extract you will hear is You’ve Got A friend In Me by Randy Newman. The answer to the question is: solo male voice, backing 

singers, piano, tuba, drums, clarinet, saxophones. 
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2. Musical Activities 

 

Revisit Zootime warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

 

Composition activity using First Composer The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

 ● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders. 

 ● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. 

For this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

 

Rhythm Grid work  

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back. 

 a. Choose a time signature 

 b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

 c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid  

d. Play the track 

 e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

 f. You can listen to your rhythm  

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

 h. You can turn the grid 

 

The Language of Music 

 Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons and videos to embed your learning 

 

 Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

 Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

 

3.Perform/Share 

Replay 

 Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

 

4.Pick ‘n’ Mix 
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 If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. You will find 

the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage. 
 

 

Lesson 6 Step 6  

Classical music  

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the course of hundreds of years, including all 

Western music from Medieval Church music, to Stravinsky, to the current day. It is music that has been composed by musicians 

who are trained in notating their compositions so that other musicians can play them. Many people are unaware that Classical music 

is still being composed today, although it is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. Classical music differs 

from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from 

Folk music, which belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by listening and copying. Breadth 

of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need to understand where music fits into history and to 

listen to its great composers and musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound waiting to be discovered. 

 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

 The Robots (Die Roboter) by Kraftwerk, released in 1978 - Contemporary Electronic music. (See Periods of Classical Music 

document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. Use this 

opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music and what you can hear in it. 

 

The following questions can be seen on-screen:  

“What can you hear?” Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge from previous units 

using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

 “How does the music make you feel?” Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes you feel.  

“How old do you think this music is?” Ask the children, then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. The Robots (Die Roboter) by Kraftwerk, released in 1978 - Contemporary Electronic music. (See Periods of Classical Music 

document in the History of Music folder.) 

. 
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 “Does the music tell a story?” Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see ‘Fast 

Facts’. 

 “Do you like the music?” It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question and they might 

change their minds as the Unit progresses. Use the question to start a creative discussion! 
 

Fast facts  

 

The composer 

 Kraftwerk is an electronic band from Germany that became famous in the late 1970s and 1980s for making Electronic music. 

Kraftwerk made Electronic music many years before other bands knew it would be popular. They paved the way for the MIDI and 

digital styles of music to become popular in the 1990s. Many of the sounds from songs such as The Robots can be heard sampled by 

a variety of bands on their current releases. The band's name is German for ‘power station’. 

 

The music 

 They used a synthesizer to make the rhythms and melodies in the song. The main lyrics are sung through a vocoder - listen to 

Livin’ On A Prayer (see Year 6 Autumn 1) - a vocoder is used in that song too.  

 

The story  

The lyrics tell us about the revolutionary technique of robotics, and how humans can use them as they wish.  

 

Interesting extras  

When the song is performed live, the band is traditionally replaced by robots that look like the members of the band. 

 

History 

 Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and space.  

 

Rewind and Listen Out!  

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will 

all have heard it earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. You will be asked the question: “Which of the 

following can you hear in this musical extract?” Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on 

the instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children familiarise themselves with different 
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instruments and voices. 

The extract you will hear is Count On Me by Bruno Mars. The answer to the question is: male voice, backing voices, guitar, bongo 

drums, violins, cellos. 

 

2. Musical Activities 

 

Revisit Friendship Song warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

 

Composition activity using First Composer  

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

 ● Option 1: A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or recorders.  

● Option 2: A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For 

this approach please use the Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 
 

Rhythm Grid work  

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body percussion or playing them back.  

a. Choose a time signature  

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols   

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

 d. Play the track  

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion  

f. You can listen to your rhythm  

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

 h. You can turn the grid 

 

The Language of Music 

 Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons and videos to embed your learning 

 

 Rewind and Replay (Revision)  

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 
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3.Perform/Share 

 Replay  

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year.  

 

4.Pick ‘n’ Mix  

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra activities for you to choose from. You will find 

the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit homepage. 
 


