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Learning Objectives Games Key Vocabulary for Unit 

-To know 5 songs off by heart. 

● To know what the songs are about. 

 ● To know and recognise the sound and names of some of the instruments 

they use. 

● To know that music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat. 

● To know that we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite 

food, colours and animals. 

-To confidently sing or rap five songs from memory and sing them in 

unison. 

● Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental part from memory or 

when written down.  

● Learn the names of the instruments they are playing. 

 ● Improvisation is about making up your own tunes on the spot. 

 ● When someone improvises, they make up their own tune that has never 

been heard before. It is not written down and belongs to them. ● Everyone 

can improvise! 

● Composing is like writing a story with music.  

● Everyone can compose. 

-A performance is sharing music with other people, called an audience. 

There are progressive Warm-up Games and Challenges within each 

Unit that embed pulse, rhythm and pitch. Children will complete 

the following in relation to the main song: 

 ● Game 1 – Have Fun Finding The Pulse! Find the pulse. Choose 

an animal and find the pulse  

● Game 2 – Rhythm Copy Back Listen to the rhythm and clap 

back. Copy back short rhythmic phrases based on words, with one 

and two syllables whilst marching to the steady beat. 

 ● Game 3 – Rhythm Copy Back, Your Turn Create rhythms for 

others to copy  

● Game 4 – Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 1 Listen and 

sing back. Use your voices to copy back using ‘la’, whist marching 

to the steady beat  

● Game 4a – Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 2 Listen and 

sing back, and some different vocal warm-ups. Use your voices to 

copy back using ‘la’. 

 

 

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, improvise, 

compose, melody, bass guitar, drums, 

decks, perform, singers, keyboard, 

percussion, trumpets, saxophones, Blues, 

Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk, Funk, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, groove, audience, 

imagination. 

 

Date Task/activity Resources 
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Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Consolidate Learning and Perform - Year 1 

Step 1 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in notating their 

compositions so that other musicians can play them. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 

short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 

to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

A Song Before Sunrise by Frederick Delius - an Orchestral composition from the Early 

20th century. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on 

the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

All resources as well as 

original lesson plans are on 

the Charranga website page 

for this unit. 
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discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear the sound of 'cuckoos' played by clarinets and flutes? 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. It was composed by Frederick Delius in 1918, the Early 20th Century. (See Periods of 

Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do you like the music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Frederick Delius was born in January 1862 and died in June 1934. He was an 

English composer, born in Bradford but lived all over the world. He was an 

Orchestral composer who influenced many other composers. (See Periods of 

Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

The music 

● This piece for a small orchestra was written in 1918, and it reminds us of the 

summertime. 

The story 

● Much of Delius' music is about the the power of nature. 

Interesting extras 

● Delius was friends with many famous writers and artists of the time including the 
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painters Gauguin, Strindberg and Munch, and composers Edvard Grieg and Percy 

Grainger. 

History 

Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each 

picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air by Will Smith. The answer to the 

question is: male rapper, bass, synthesizer, tambourine, drums. 

2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Option 1 
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● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning. 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 
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Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

3. Perform/Share 

Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in writing music down 

using music notation so that other musicians can play it. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 

short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 

to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky - an Orchestral composition (ballet music) - early 20th 

Century music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder 
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on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear all the high woodwind sounds pretending to be The Firebird's fiery 

feathers, flickering as she dances? 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky is an Orchestral composition (ballet music) from the 

early 20th century. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music 

folder.) 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do you like the music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Igor Stravinsky was born in 1882 and died in 1971. He was a Russian composer 

who played the piano and conducted orchestras. He lived in France and America 
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later in his life. He is one of the most important composers of the 20th century. 

(See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

The music 

● Stravinsky was only 27 when he created The Firebird a ballet and Orchestral work. 

It was written for the 1910 Paris season of Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets Russes 

company (a Russian ballet company). This ballet music accompanies the first 

dance by The Firebird. 

The story 

● The ballet is based on Russian folk stories of a magical glowing bird that could 

bring both good and bad luck to its owner. 

Interesting extras 

● When the ballet was first performed on 25 June 1910 the audience was shocked 

as they had never experienced anything like it! 

History 

Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each 

picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is ‘When I’m 64’ by The Beatles. The answer to the question is: 
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male voice, clarinet, bass clarinet, piano, backing singers, drums. 

2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Revisit Hey You! warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Option 1 

● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 
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a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

3. Perform/Share 

Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

 

Lesson 3 Step 3 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in writing music down 

using music notation so that other musicians can play it. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 
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short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 

to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

The Bird by Prokofiev (from Peter And The Wolf) - an Orchestral piece composed in 1936 

- early 20th Century music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of 

Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear the flute playing the part of the bird? 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. The Bird by Prokofiev - an orchestral piece composed in 1936, the early 20
th
century. (See Periods of Classical Music 

document in the History of Music folder.) 
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“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do You Like the Music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Sergei Prokofiev was born in 1891 and died in 1953. He was a Russian composer 

who also played the piano and conducted orchestras. He is thought of as one of 

the major composers of the 20th century. He wrote lots of music for the piano; his 

best-known works are the five piano concertos, and nine completed piano 

sonatas. He also wrote seven symphonies. Prokofiev also composed family 

favourites, such as The March from The Love For Three Oranges, the suite 

Lieutenant Kijé, the ballet Romeo And Juliet – from which Dance Of The Knights is 

taken – and Peter And The Wolf. 

The music 

● A musical symphony for children, telling the story of Peter and the Wolf 

The story 

● Peter And The Wolf was written in 1936 in the USSR. It is a children's story (with 

both music and text by Prokofiev), spoken by a narrator accompanied by the 

orchestra. 

Interesting extras 

● Peter And The Wolf was written in 1936 after Prokofiev’s return to Russia . It is a 

children's story. The idea was to introduce children to the different musical 

instruments in the orchestra. For this reason, each character in the story has a 

particular instrument and a musical theme: 

Bird: flute 

Duck: o boe 
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Cat: c larinet 

Grandfather: bassoon 

Wolf: 3 French horns 

Peter: s tring instruments 

Hunters: t impani and b ass drum 

(The Hunters' Theme is actually introduced by the woodwinds .) In addition, there is a 

narrator telling the story. 

History 

Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each 

picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is Jai Ho by A. R. Rahman. The answer to the question is: 

strings, Indian dhol drums, synthesizers, solo male voice, male backing singers, general 

percussion. 

 

2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Revisit Rhythm In The Way We Walk flexible games to embed the 
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foundations of music 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Option 1 

● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 
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d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year 

3. Perform/Share 

Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

Lesson 4 Step 4 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in writing music down 

using music notation so that other musicians can play it. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 

short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 
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to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

Grand March from Aida by Verdi, a Romantic opera, composed in 1871. (See Periods of 

Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to 

find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear the trumpet playing the famous march melody starting just over 2 minutes 

into the music? 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. Grand March from Aida by Verdi, a Romantic opera, was composed in 1871. (See 

Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 
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“Do you like the music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Giuseppe Verdi was born in 1813 and died in 1901. He was an Italian Romantic 

composer known mostly for his operas. 

The music 

● Aida (or Aïda) is an Italian opera in four acts. 

● There are quiet songs of incredible beauty as well as big chorus numbers. The 

music is all famous, but among the most well-known parts are the aria (solo) that 

Radames sings near the beginning of Act One in which he dreams of victory in 

battle and marrying Aida, the Ethiopian slave. The song is called Celeste Aida 

(‘Heavenly Aïda’). The chorus in Scene Two of Act Two, Gloria all'Egitto, ad Iside 

(‘Glory to Egypt, to Isis!’) is one of the most famous marches ever written. 

The story 

● Giuseppe Verdi composed Aida to celebrate the construction of a new opera 

house in Cairo, Egypt which was built to mark the opening of the Suez Canal. 

Verdi used the story of an Ethiopian princess being held captive by Egyptians. The 

story begins… one of the Egyptian generals is desperately in love with the 

princess, and she's in love with him — but so is the daughter of the Egyptian king. 

Interesting extras 

● The music of course, was written by Giuseppe Verdi. The libretto (story and words) 

was written by Antonio Ghislanzoni . 

● The opera is based on a story written by the French Egyptologist Auguste 

Mariette. Aida was first performed at the opera house in Cairo on December 24, 

1871. 

● Aida (pronounced "ah-EE-dah") is the name of the main female character in the 

opera. It is an Arabic girl's name meaning ‘visitor’ or ‘returning’. 

History 
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Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on 

each picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is Oye Como Va by Santana. The answer to the question is: 

organ, electric guitar, male voice, bass, drums, Latin percussion. 

2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Revisit In The Groove warm-up games to embed the foundations of music 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Option 1 

● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 
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● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

3. Perform/Share 
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Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

 

Lesson 5 Step 5 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in writing music down 

using music notation so that other musicians can play it. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 

short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 

to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

Boléro by Maurice Ravel is an Orchestral composition written in 1937 - early 20th Century 

music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder on the unit 

page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 
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Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear the snare drum playing the same rhythm over and over again, gradually 

getting louder and louder? 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. Boléro by Maurice Ravel - An Orchestral composition written in 1937 - early 20th 

Century music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder). 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do you like the music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the Unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Maurice Ravel was born in 1875 and died in 1937. He was a 20th century French 

composer. 

The music 

● Boléro is an Orchestral piece that was composed as a ballet in 1928. It has a 
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Spanish-sounding melody with a repeated snare drum ostinato (repeated pattern) 

all the way through. 

● It is a piece for a very large orchestra. 

The story 

● When Ravel was on holiday he went to the piano and played a melody to his 

friend and said "Don't you think this theme feels endless? I'm going to try and 

repeat it a number of times without any development, gradually increasing the 

orchestra as best I can.” That was the well-known theme from Boléro! 

Interesting extras 

● In 1984, Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean became the highest-scoring ice 

dancers in the Winter Olympics with their dance to Ravel's Boléro. 

History 

Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on each 

picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is Pure Imagination from the film Willy Wonka And The 

Chocolate Factory. The answer to the question is: male voice, violins, cellos, clarinets, 

flutes, xylophones. 
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2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Revisit Round and Round warm-up games to embed the foundations of 

music 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 

Option 1 

● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 
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a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

3. Perform/Share 

Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

 

Lesson 6 Step 6 

Classical music 

The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 

course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 

Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in notating their 

compositions so that other musicians can play them. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 

is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from Pop music because it is not made just to be popular for a 

. 
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short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from Folk music , which 

belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future generations by 

listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 

to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 

musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 

listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 

waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise 

Reflect 

The Lamb by Sir John Tavener - an Orchestral composition written in 1982 - 20th 

Century music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder 

on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 

Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 

and what you can hear in it. 

The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 

Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 

from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 

discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Can you hear the words “Little Lamb”? If you listen very carefully you will hear them 

several times. 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 

person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 

you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 

time. The Lamb by John Tavener - an Orchestral composition written in 1982 - is 20th 
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Century music. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music folder.) 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 

‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do You Like the Music?” 

It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 

and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 

creative discussion! 

Fast facts 

The composer 

● Sir John Tavener born in 1944 and died on the 12th November 2013, was a British 

composer. He is known for writing Religious music including The Whale, The 

Protecting Veil, Song For Athene and The Lamb. The Lamb was composed for a 

choir to sing and was also used in a film. 

The music 

● The different combinations of sounds the voices make as they sing together is 

very interesting. Listen out for them 

● Listen to the very last line of the poem, sung slowly at the end, "Little lamb, God 

bless thee!" 

The story 

● The Lamb, a short piece for choir, was written as a birthday present for his 3 year 

old nephew . It is very often sung by choirs at Christmas as a carol . 

Interesting extras 

● Sir John Tavener is one of the most important composers of today. 

● Most of his music is inspired by religion in some way. 

● John Tavener was born in Wembley , Middlesex . He went to Highgate School in 

North London. 

● At school he studied piano , organ and composition and wrote music for the school 

orchestra . He also wrote music for the Presbyterian church where his family went 

and where his father was the organist. 

● In 1962 he went to the Royal College of Music where he studied the piano at first 
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but then changed to composition. 

History 

Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 

space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 

A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 

earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before. 

You will be asked the question: 

“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 

Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 

instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will help the children 

familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract. 

2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on 

each picture. 

3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

The extract you will hear is ‘Rainbow Connection’ sung by Kermit The Frog. The answer 

to the question is: male voice, banjo, violins, bass, piano, guitar. 

2. Musical Activities 

There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Revisit Your Imagination warm-up games to embed the foundations of 

music 

Composition activity using First Composer 

The on-screen First Composer resource will guide you through the following options. 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 

recorders. 

● Option 2 : A moredifferentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 

classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 

Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps tab. 
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Option 1 

● Select your instrument 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Select ‘3 note set’ to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 

approach). 

● Select a backing track from the styles given 

● Select ‘next’ 

● Start your composition activity by dragging and dropping the notes into the boxes 

● Work together as a class or as you progress, in groups 

● Perform this together 

Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block 

notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class 

Rhythm Grid work 

Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping/body 

percussion or playing them back. 

a. Choose a time signature 

b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 

c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 

d. Play the track 

e. Clap the rhythm/ use body percussion/play untuned percussion 

f. You can listen to your rhythm 

g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 

h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music 

Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 

and videos to embed your learning 
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Rewind and Replay (Revision) 

Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

3. Perform/Share 

Replay 

Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year. 

4. Pick ‘n’ Mix 

If you have time or want to do something different as a class, there are some extra 

activities for you to choose from. You will find the Pick ‘n’ Mix selection on the unit 

homepage. 

 

 


