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Learning Objectives Games Key Vocabulary for Unit 

 To know 5 songs off by heart. 

 To know what the songs are about. 

 To know and recognise the sound and names of some of the instruments 

they use. 

 To know that music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat. 

 To know that we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, 

colours and animals. 

 To confidently sing or rap five songs from memory and sing them in unison. 

 Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental part from memory or 

when written down.  

 Learn the names of the instruments they are playing. 

 Improvisation is about making up your own tunes on the spot. 

 When someone improvises, they make up their own tune that has never been 

heard before. It is not written down and belongs to them. 

 Everyone can improvise! 

 Composing is like writing a story with music.  

 Everyone can compose. 

 A performance is sharing music with other people, called an audience. 

There are progressive Warm-up Games and Challenges within each Unit 

that embed pulse, rhythm and pitch. Children will complete the following 

in relation to the main song: 

 Game 1 – Have Fun Finding The Pulse! FInd the pulse. Choose 

an animal and find the pulse  

 Game 2 – Rhythm Copy Back Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 

Copy back short rhythmic phrases based on words, with one and 

two syllables whilst marching to the steady beat. 

 Game 3 – Rhythm Copy Back, Your Turn Create rhythms for 

others to copy  

 Game 4 – Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 1 Listen and sing 

back. Use your voices to copy back using ‘la’, whist marching to 

the steady beat  

 Game 4a – Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-up 2 Listen and 

sing back, and some different vocal warm-ups. Use your voices to 

copy back using ‘la’. 

 

 

 

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, 

improvise, compose, 

melody, bass guitar, drums, 

decks, perform, singers, 

keyboard, percussion, 

trumpets, saxophones, 

Blues, Baroque, Latin, Irish 

Folk, Funk, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, groove, audience, 

imagination. 

 

Date Task/activity Resources 
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Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Blues) 

 

In The Groove (Blues version) by Joanna Mangona and How Blue Can You Get by B.B. King 
 

 Listening 

Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below.  

● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together?  

 

 Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 

musical language when responding.  

 

In The Groove (Blues version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written for 

classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six different 

styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. In the 

Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style.  

 

This week’s style is Blues. How Blue can You Get by B.B. King Information about the Song This is a classic blues song written by 

Riley B.King ( born September 16,1925), known by the step name B.B. King. It is a slow blues written in 1964 and is a sad song about 

being downhearted in love. 

 B.B. King is an American blues guitarist and singer-songwriter. He has a sophisticated style of soloing based on string bending and 

vibrato and has influenced virtually every blues guitarist that has followed.  

Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or don't.  

What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? Male, B.B. King ● The 

backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? A blues band: electric guitar, bass, drums, piano and a horn section 

consisting of saxophone, trumpet and trombone. ● Which instruments plays the solo? B.B. King plays a solo on his electric guitar in the 

introduction and adds riffs throughout the song. The saxophone also adds bluesy riffs throughout the song. The rest of the horn section 

join the sax in verse 2 to the end.  

● Is there a hook? Yes: the words are “How Blue Can You Get”.  

● The texture: is it thick, thin or in between? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices 

All resources as well as 

original lesson plans are 

on the Charranga website 

page for this unit. 
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singing/instruments playing, or just one/two? The texture is thinner at the beginning of the song as there are no horns. The sax joins in 

with riffs in the first chorus and the rest of the horn section join in verse 2. 

 ● The tempo: is it fast, slow or in between? Quite slow  

● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or in between? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? As the texture thickens, the dynamics 

get louder.  

● The arrangement: which voices/instruments sing/play in which sections? The instruments build up in number during the song, the horn 

section joins in verse 2. 

 What is the Style of this Music? 1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? A classic blues song written in 1964. 2. What 

are the style indicators of blues? ● Blues is a style of music originating in the Deep South of the United States that is considered an 

ancestor of jazz. ● It was created by African American communities at the end of the 19th century from spirituals, work songs, shouts 

and chants and rhyming ballads. This, of course started with the slave trade. ● The blues form is also found in jazz and rock’n’roll and is 

characterised by the use of a formal structure that repeat every 12 bars - the 12 bar blues - always the same set pattern which is easily 

recognisable by listening. ● The blues uses a style of melody that is sad and melancholic and evokes feelings of being downtrodden. ● 

The guitar and voice are featured in these sad songs, sometimes the harmonica and the solo instruments usually improvise. ● The lyrics 

in a blues song usually follow the same pattern - the first line is repeated and the third line is different but rhymes). 3. What are the style 

indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is blues? ● The lyrics of this song follow a blues pattern; the first line is repeated and the 

third line is different but rhymes. ● The 12 bar blues structure is used, a set pattern that you can hear repeat. ● The song is sad and 

melancholic, the words are about being downhearted in love. ● The electric guitar plays bluesy solos and riffs that are usually 

improvised. ● Improvised solos. ● The decade the song comes from eg 50s/60s/70s (early 1960s). 

 How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: ● Introduction (Improvised 

electric guitar solo over the rhythm section: piano, bass guitar and drums) ● Chorus (Improvised saxophone and guitar riffs) ● Verse 1 

(Improvised saxophone and guitar riffs) ● Verse 2 (Horn section and improvised guitar riffs) ● Chorus (Horn section and improvised 

guitar riffs ) A blues song can be performed with a different structure each time it is performed due to the improvised nature of blues and 

jazz music. 

 

2. Musical Activities 
 (embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance)  

 

a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Blues 

 b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity)  

c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove, Blues: Start to learn to sing the song.  
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Challenge 1 Clap and Improvise Listen and clap back, then listen and clap your own answer (rhythms of words). 

Challenge 2 Sing, Play and Improvise Using voices and instruments, listen and sing back, then listen and play your own answer using 

two notes, with C moving to D. 

Challenge 3 Improvise! Take it in turns to improvise using C or C and D 

 

3. Perform  

● Performance - In The Groove, Blues: Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson - sing the song. 

 

Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Listen and Appraise  

In The Groove ( Baroque version)by Joanna Mangona and Let The Bright Seraphim by George Frederick 

Handel  

 
Listening 

Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below.  

● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together? 

 

 Some extra listening ideas: ● Perhaps watch a clip of Let The Bright Seraphim on YouTube? ● Listen to ‘In The Groove’ again ● Look 

for similarities and differences between the songs 

 

Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 

musical language when responding.  

 

In The Groove ( Baroque version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written 

for classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six 

different styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. 

In the Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style. This week’s style is 

Baroque. 
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 Let The Bright Seraphim by George Frederick Handel Information about the Song Let The Bright Seraphim by George Frederick 

Handel (1685-1759) comes from a religious work (Oratorio) about Samson and was completed in 1742. This song is a well-known Aria, 

an Italian word that describes a long accompanied song for solo voice often used in opera. It was written for two main performers; a 

soprano (high female) voice and trumpet. They are accompanied by a small (chamber) string orchestra. In this performance, the female 

singer is Kathleen Battle and the trumpeter is Wynton Marsalis. Wynton Marsalis is mainly known for playing jazz. 

 

 Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or 

don't.  

What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? One female singer, soprano. ● The 

backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? The trumpet plays a lead role in this song. There is a string orchestra 

consisting of violins, violas, cellos and double basses. A harpsichord plays throughout. ● Which instruments plays the solo? The 

trumpet. 

 ● Is there a hook? In baroque music we do not use the word hook. Hook is used when discussing popular music. A hook is a catchy 

chorus or repeated instrumental passage in a piece of popular music: strong, funky vocals with a hook that gets into your head, so in this 

song the words would be “Let The Bright Seraphim”.  

● The texture: is it thick, thin or in between? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices 

singing/instruments playing, or just one/two? There is a string orchestra playing throughout the performance accompanied by a 

harpsichord. The trumpet echoes the voice playing florid patterns. The texture often changes as sometimes the soprano voice sings alone 

and the other instruments echo or answer. 

 ● The tempo: is it fast, slow or in between? The tempo changes at times but is mostly quite fast. 

 ● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or in between? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? As the texture thickens the dynamics 

get louder.  

What is the Style of this Music?  

1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? A religious baroque aria/song.  

2. What are the style indicators of baroque music? Baroque music is heavily ornamented which means it is flowery. It reflected the 

architecture of that era also. Baroque music uses strings and sometimes a trumpet, oboe or bassoon. There is always a harpsichord 

playing underneath everything, this is known as harpsichord continuo. Opera became established in this era too.  

3. What are the style indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is a baroque song? ● The style of the voice and trumpet is florid. ● A 

string orchestra is used with harpsichord continuo. ● The trumpet is featured with the voice. ● It is a religious operatic work, an oratorio. 

● The decade the song comes from eg 50s/60s/70s (1700s). ● The subject matter of the lyrics is religious. 

 How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: When listening to baroque 
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songs we talk about the form rather than the structure. ● Introduction Strings, harpsichord and trumpet ● Verse 1 “Let the bright 

Seraphim in burning row; Their loud uplifted Angel-trumpets blow” This verse is not sung as you see above. The lines are repeated and 

some of the words are stretched over many notes and sung in a florid way with the trumpet echoing.  

● Introduction Strings, harpsichord and trumpet ● Verse 2 “Let the Cherubic host, in tuneful choirs; Touch their immortal harps with 

golden wires.” This verse is performed in a similar way to the first verse. 

 

2. Musical Activities 

 (embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance)  

a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Blues  

b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity) 

 c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove, Baroque: Continue to sing the song.  

d. Play Your Instruments with the Song: New Musical Activity.  

See side bar for music 

 

 3. Perform 

 ● Performance - In The Groove, Baroque: Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson. Sing and play instrumental parts 

within the song. 

Lesson 3 1.Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Latin)  

 

In The Groove (Latin Version) by Joanna Mangona and Livin’ La Vida Loca by Ricky Martin  
 

Listenming 

Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below. 

 ● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together?  

 

Some extra listening ideas: ● Perhaps watch a clip of Livin’ La Vida Loca on YouTube? ● Listen to ‘In The Groove’ again ● Look for 

similarities and differences between the songs. 

 

Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 
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musical language when responding.  

In The Groove (Latin version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written for 

classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six different 

styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. In the 

Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style. This week’s style is Latin.  

 

Livin’ La Vida Loca by Ricky Martin Information about the Song Livin’ La Vida Loca by Ricky Martin is a song that topped the charts 

during 1999. The title is Puerto Rican and means “Livin’ the crazy life!”. Enrique Martín "Ricky" Morales (born December 24, 1971), 

better known as Ricky Martin, is a Puerto Rican pop singer. Livin’ La Vida Loca helped Ricky Martin obtain enormous success inside 

the United States and worldwide. It is his signature song and is seen as the song that began the Latin pop explosion of 1999 that helped 

other Latin artists make the transition into the English speaking world. 

 Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or 

don't.  

What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? Male. ● The 

backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? Keyboard, drums, bass guitar,electric guitar, percussion. ● Which 

instruments plays the solo? The electric guitar plays riffs.  

● Is there a hook? Yes: it’s in the chorus. The words are “Livin’ La Vida Loca”. 

 ● The texture: is it thick, thin or inbetween? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices 

singing/instruments playing, or just one/two? The texture stays the same throughout adding brass and guitar on occasion.  

● The tempo: is it fast, slow or inbetween? Fast.  

● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or inbetween? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? As the texture changes by adding brass 

and electric guitar it gets louder. 

What is the Style of this Music?  

1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? Latin American music found throughout Latin America is a series of styles that 

mixes influences from Spanish, African and Native Latin American sources. There is also Western influence. 

 2. What are the style indicators of latin music? ● Percussion instruments are used; congas, claves, bongos, maracas, etc. ● Every style of 

latin music is based around a five beat rhythm called clave. ● It is dance music with a dance beat. ● Some of the popular latin dance 

styles are; Salsa, Samba, Bossa Nova, Mambo, Merengue. ● Latin music is up-tempo and energetic. ● Instrumentally there is usually a 

rhythm section (piano, bass guitar and drums); there is sometimes an electric guitar and often a horn section (sax, trumpet and 

trombone). ● Often vocalists.  

3. What are the style indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is latin music? ● The song is based on a clave rhythm. ● 
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Instrumentally there is a rhythm section (piano/keyboard, bass guitar and drums), there is an electric guitar and a horn section (sax, 

trumpet and trombone). ● It is dance music with a dance beat. ● There is a vocalist with some backing vocals. ● The song is up tempo 

and energetic. ● The decade the song comes from eg 50s/60s/70s (1990s). ● The song is about living life to the full - living a crazy life! 

 How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: ● Introduction - with horn 

section ● Verse 1 - guitar riff half way through ● Bridge ● Chorus ● Introduction ● Verse 2 ● Bridge ● Chorus - tag guitar riff into: ● 

Bridge ● Chorus - guitar riff tag 

 

2. Musical Activities 
 (embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance)  

a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Blues  

b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity)  

c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove, Latin : Continue to sing the song. 

 d. Play Your Instruments with the Song: Revisit your learning from the last step. 

 e. Improvise with the Song: New Musical Activity: Clap and Improvise, Sing, Play and Improvise and Improvise! (See also optional 

Extension Activities for Improvisation).  

With one note  C 

With three notes C, D + E 

With five notes C,D,E,F + G 

 

 3. Perform 
 ● Performance - In The Groove, Latin: Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson. Sing the song and improvise using 

voices and/or instruments within the song. 

 

Lesson 4 1. Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Bhangra)  

 

In The Groove (Bhangra version) by Joanna Mangona and Jai Ho by A.R. Rahman  

 

Listening 
Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below.  
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● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together? 

 

 Some extra listening ideas: ● Perhaps watch a clip of the original on YouTube? ● Listen to ‘In The Groove’ again ● Look for 

similarities and differences between the songs 

 

Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 

musical language when responding.  

 

In The Groove (Bhangra version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written for 

classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six different 

styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. In the 

Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style. This week’s style is Bhangra.  

 

Jai Ho by A.R. Rahman Information about the Song Jai Ho (May Victory Be Yours) by A.R.Rahman was written for the 2008 film 

Slumdog Millionaire. It is an anthem that accompanies a choreographed dance section in the closing credits of the film. Allah Rakha 

Rahman (6 January 1966) is an Indian composer, singer-songwriter, record producer, musician and multi-instrumentalist. His work is 

noted for integrating Indian classical music with electronic music and also using traditional orchestras.  

Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or don't.  

What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? Male and female vocals and 

backing vocals with added electronic vocal sounds. ● The backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? Indian 

drumming and percussion with strings and electronic sounds. ● Which instruments plays the solo? Drums feature, Dohl drums. 

 ● Is there a hook? Yes, in the verse and chorus: Jai Ho.  

● The texture: is it thick, thin or inbetween? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices singing/instruments 

playing, or just one/two? The drum sounds thicken the texture. 

 ● The tempo: is it fast, slow or inbetween? Quite fast. 

 ● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or inbetween? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? As the texture thickens the dynamics 

get louder. 

 What is the Style of this Music? 

 1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? Bhangra. A type of popular music combining Punjabi and Indian traditional 

music with Western pop music.It developed in Britain in the 1980s from people that had moved from Pakistan and India.Today Bhangra 
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exists in different styles across the world, it fuses its sounds with hip-hop and R&B.  

2. What are the style indicators of Bhangra? ● Its lyrics are sometimes sung in Punjabi, Hindi or Urdu and sometimes in English. ● Its 

lyrics generally cover social issues or are about love but always pay tribute to a rich culture. ● Many instruments are used to make the 

bhangra sound; different types of drum including tabla and dohl, stringed instruments and keyboards. The drums are the most important 

making Bhangra’s style beat based.  

3. What are the style indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is Bhangra? ● The lyrics are in Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu. ● Drums are 

featured as above. ● Stringed instruments and keyboards and electronic sounds. ● Beat based style that makes you want to dance. ● The 

decade the song comes from eg 50s/60s/70s (2008). ● The lyrics are tied up with the film Slumdog Millionaire and are about victory and 

survival.  

How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: ● Introduction - backing 

vocals, Jai Ho! ● Verse 1 ● Introduction - backing vocals, Jai Ho! ● Verse 2 ● Introduction ● Chorus - backing vocals, Jai Ho! More 

drum beats ● Interlude 1 ● Verse 3 ● Introduction ● Chorus ● Interlude 2 ● Verse 4 ● Outro - Jai Ho! 

 

2.Musical Activities  

(embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance)  

a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Blues  

b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity)  

c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove: Sing the song. 

 d. Play Your Instruments with the Song: Option to revisit your learning from the last step.  

e. Improvise with the Song: Revisit Sing, Play and Improvise and Improvise! (See Optional Extension Activities for Improvisation).  

f. Compose with the Song: New Musical Activity for this step.  

 

 

3. Perform  

● Performance - In The Groove, Bhangra: Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson. Sing the song and perform your 

composition(s) within the song. 

 

Lesson 5 1.Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Folk music)  

 

In The Groove (Folk version) by Joanna Mangona and Lord Of The Dance by Ronan Hardiman  
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Listening  
Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below. 

 ● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together?  

 

Some extra listening ideas: ● Perhaps watch a clip of Lord Of The Dance on YouTube? ● Listen to ‘In The Groove’ again ● Look for 

similarities and differences between the songs 

 

Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 

musical language when responding.  

In The Groove (Folk version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written for 

classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six different 

styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. In the 

Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style. This week’s style is Folk. 

 

 Lord Of The Dance by Ronan Hardiman Information about the Song Lord Of The Dance is from an Irish musical and dance production 

that was created, choreographed, and produced by Irish-American dancer Michael Flatley in 1994, who also took a starring role. The 

music for the show was written by Ronan Hardiman. Riverdance (the show) uses traditional Irish stepdancing known for its rapid leg 

movements while body and arms are kept as still as possible. The show tells the story of Irish culture and the Irish immigration to 

America. Ronan Hardiman (born 1962, Ireland) is an Irish composer famous for his soundtracks to Michael Flatley’s shows. Michael 

Ryan Flatley (born July 16, 1958) is Irish-American. He became internationally known for his Irish dance shows. 

 Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or 

don't. What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? There are no vocals in this 

piece of music, it is instrumental. ● The backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? Flute, penny whistle, violin, 

keyboards, drums and electronic sounds. ● Which instruments plays the solo? Flute, penny whistle and drums play solos.  

● Is there a hook? Yes, the tune in the chorus and various other riffs you might pick out.  

● The texture: is it thick, thin or inbetween? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices singing/instruments 

playing, or just one/two? The texture varies with the coming in and out of instruments, see structure. © Copyright 2017 Charanga Ltd. 

All rights reserved. Page 2 of 4  

● The tempo: is it fast, slow or inbetween? The tempo varies, it gets faster as the tune progresses.  
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● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or inbetween? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? As the texture thickens, the dynamics 

get louder. What is the Style of this Music?  

1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? Folk. Folk music can originate from any country in any part of the world but this 

piece of music is from Ireland. Folk music uses old tunes or songs that have been passed down to people over time, they are not written 

but passed down orally. Often we do not know who the composer is. Irish traditional or folk music, like any other folk music, is used and 

kept vibrant when groups of people move to live in other countries. 

 2. What are the style indicators of folk music? ● Traditional music that is sung or instrumental, accompanied or unaccompanied. ● If 

vocal often tells us a story. That story can be about a real life situation or a historical event. ● People often sing songs to portray how 

they feel about what is going on around them; drinking songs, freedom songs, wedding songs, funeral songs - any type of celebration. ● 

Songs are sung in a local accent/language/dialect. ● Portable instruments are used: flutes, accordions, fiddle, pipes and drums. ● Folk 

music can just be instrumental. 

 3. What are the style indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is folk music? ● This piece of music tells us a story. The tune has 

been borrowed from a hymn called “ Lord Of The Dance” by Sydney Carter. It’s intention was to portray Jesus’ life as a dance. ● 

Portable instruments are used in this tune such as flute, penny whistle, drums, fiddle or violin. These are typical folk instruments. ● 

There are no words or vocals used in this piece of music even though it is based on a hymn tune. ● This piece of music is used for dance 

- Irish dance. 

 How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: ● Introduction • A long 

introduction where the penny whistle plays the tune, string sounds accompany. ● Drums bring in a steady pulse. ● Chorus - the tune 

changes to “Lord Of The Dance” which is a dancing tempo. ● Verse ● Chorus ● Interlude - violin/fiddle ● Chorus - “Lord Of The 

Dance” tune. ● Chorus - “Lord Of The Dance” tune. ● Verse ● Chorus - “Lord Of The Dance”tune. ● Chorus - “Lord Of The Dance” 

tune, faster There are no words/vocals in this tune so the structure does not follow a particular pattern. 

 

2.Musical Activities 

 (embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance)  

a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Folk  

b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity)  

c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove, Folk: Sing the song. 

 d. Play Your Instruments with the Song: Revisit this activity. 

 e. Improvise with the Song: Option to revisit/continue this activity. (See Optional Extension Activities for Improvisation).  

f. Compose with the Song: Option to revisit this activity.  
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3. Perform  

● Performance - In The Groove, Folk: Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson. Choose what you perform today. 

Lesson 6 1. Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Funk)  

 

In The Groove (Funk version) by Joanna Mangona and Diggin’ On James Brown by Tower Of Power  

 
Listening 

Play the songs, find and move to the pulse. Use the on-screen questions (see below) as a focus. Scroll through the questions when you 

are listening to the song, talk about them after listening. The answers are below. 

 ● Do you like the songs? ● What can you hear? ● What is the style of this music? ● How are the songs put together?  

 

Some extra listening ideas: ● Perhaps watch a clip of Tower Of Power performing this song on YouTube? ● Listen to ‘In The Groove’ 

again ● Look for similarities and differences between the songs 

 

 Appraising 

After listening to the song, answer the on-screen questions, discuss the song and what you can hear in it. Encourage the use of correct 

musical language when responding.  

 

In The Groove (Funk version) by Joanna Mangona Information about the Song In The Groove is a song that was specially written for 

classroom use to teach children about different styles of music. This is a very easy song to learn and has been arranged in six different 

styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Each week you will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove. In the 

Listen and Appraise section of this unit you will also listen to a well known song in that week’s style. This week’s style is Funk. 

 

 Diggin’ On James Brown by Tower Of Power Information about the Song Diggin’ On James Brown is a song written by the funk band 

Tower Of Power in the 1990s. It is a tribute to James Brown, the originator of funk music and a major figure of 20th Century popular 

music and dance. Tower Of Power is an American funk band that has been performing for over 43 years. They are best known for their 

funky soul sound and powerful horn section.  

Do You Like the Song? It doesn't matter if you like or don't like a song or a piece of music. Think about the reasons why you do or don't. 

 What Can You Hear? Ideas for listening include: ● The vocal line: how many singers? Male/female? One male singer with male 

. 
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backing singers. ● The backing/accompaniment: how many instruments? Which ones? Keyboard, bass guitar,electric guitar,drums, horn 

section. In the horn section there are saxophones,trumpets and trombones. ● Which instruments plays the solo? There is not really an 

instrumental solo but lots of riffs played by the horn section and electric guitar.  

● Is there a hook? Yes, in the chorus; ‘I’ll still be diggin’ on James Brown’. 

● The texture: is it thick, thin or inbetween? Are there many layers of sound, or just one/two? Are there many voices singing/instruments 

playing, or just one/two? The texture changes as instruments come in and out, for example the horn section.  

● The tempo: is it fast, slow or inbetween? Inbetween.  

● The dynamics: is the music loud, quiet or inbetween? Is it the same throughout or does it vary? The dynamics get louder when the 

horn section come in.  

What is the Style of this Music?  

1. Is it Pop/Rock/Blues/Gospel/Ballad/R&B/Rap/Soul? Funk. In the 1960s, an exciting performer called James Brown combined 

gospel,soul and jazz into a new form of music called funk.  

2. What are the style indicators of funk music? ● The focus is on a strong rhythmic groove rather than melody. ● Electric bass, drums 

and sometimes an organ drive the groove. ● A powerful horn section that play riffs. ● Electric guitar riffs. ● The music is generally riff 

based. ● Lots of space in the music as it is driven by rhythmic riffs and fewer changes in melody and chord structure. ● Sometimes there 

are no vocals. 3. What are the style indicators in this song, ie how do I know this is funk? ● This song is riff based. ● The vocals are 

about James Brown - in fact the song celebrates him. ● There is a horn section who play riffs. ● Electric guitar plays riffs. ● The bass 

and drums drive the groove. ● The focus is on the rhythmic groove.  

How is the Song Put Together? What is the structure/form/shape of the song? The structure of the song is: ● Introduction ● Verse 1 ● 

Chorus ● Verse 2 ● Chorus ● Verse3 ● Bridge ● Chorus ● Tag ending 

 

2. Musical Activities 

(embed with increasing depth over time. Refer to the Unit Overview and use the Activity Manual for guidance) 

 a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - In The Groove, Funk 

 b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity).  

c. Learn to Sing the Song - In The Groove, Funk: Sing the song 

. d. Play your Instruments with the Song: Revisit this activity.  

e. Improvise with the Song: Option to revisit/continue this activity. (See Optional Extension Activities for Improvisation). 

 f. Compose with the Song: Option to revisit this activity.  

 

3. Perform  
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● Performance - : Perform and share what has taken place in today’s lesson. Choose what you perform today 

 

 

 


