
 



 Nursery 1st Half Term  

Week  Statement from 

Development Matters  

3 to 4 Year Olds 

Next steps What the child might be 

doing ( Birth to 5 Matters) 

Activity Ways to support during 

continuous provision 

Week 1/2 Assessment  Number Baseline  

Week 1/2 

Adult Led- 

Assesments 

Develop fast 

recognition of up to 3 

objects, without having 

to count them 

individually 

(‘subitising’).  

 

 

 

Recite numbers past 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say one number for 

each item in order: 

1,2,3,4,5. 

Comparison  

Knows that things exist, even when 

out of sight  

 

Compares amounts using words like 

‘lots’ or ‘more’  

 

 

Counting  

Says some counting words  

 

Engages in counting-like behaviour, 

making sounds and pointing or saying 

some numbers in sequence  

 

 

Cardinality  

Uses number words, like ‘one’ or ‘two’ 

and sometimes responds accurately 

when asked to give one or two things  

 

 

Using coloured bears/pegs  

( Colour assessment can also be 

completed) 

 

Give children to opportunity to 

explore 1-3 

Can they give 2/3 

 

 

 

Listen to children rote count. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are they reciting 1-5 with there 

are 5 in a row. 

 

 

Point to small groups of 

two or three objects: 

“Look, there are two!” 

Occasionally ask children 

how many there are in a 

small set of two or 

three.  

 

Regularly say the 

counting sequence, in a 

variety of playful 

contexts, inside and 

outdoors, forwards and 

backwards, sometimes 

going to high numbers. 

For example: hide and 

seek, rocket-launch 

countdowns. 

 

 

Count things and then 

repeat the last number. 

For example: “1, 2, 3 – 3 

cars”. Point out the 

number of things 

whenever possible 



Week 3/4 

Key group 

sessions 

 Activities based around 5 Little 

Ducks and 5 Little Speckled frogs 

(2 Sessions) 

Can be lowered to 3 depending on 

assessments. 

Use props- frogs/ducks 

 

Leave out activity for 

children to explore. 

Encourage counting of 

the ducks/frogs. How 

many have gone? How 

many are left? 

Can you show me on your 

fingers? Week 4  

Adult led 

 Counting up to 5. 

Activity using 5 up to 5 objects. 

Can the children counting how 

many when in a line. 

 

Week 5/6 

Key group 

Develop fast 

recognition of up to 3 

objects, without having 

to count them 

individually 

(‘subitising’).  

 

Know that the last 

number reached when 

counting a small set of 

objects tells you how 

many there are in total 

(‘cardinal principle’).  

 

Show ‘finger numbers’ 

up to 5.  

 

Link numerals and 

Comparison  

 

Beginning to compare and recognise 

changes in numbers of things, using 

words like ‘more’, ‘lots’ or ‘same’  

 

Counting  

 

Says the number sequence, maybe 

skipping some numbers (e.g. 1-2-3-5) 

and beginning to count on their 

fingers  

 

Cardinality  

 

Gets 2 or 3 objects from a group.  

Beginning to notice numerals 

(number symbols)  

Session 1 

Look at some patterns of 

numbers 1-3 dots. Talk to the 

children about what they see? Do 

they need to count that there is 

only 1 or 2 spots? Compare 

amounts 1-3. 

Use some cards with different 

amounts to give to the children. 

Can they find a partner which has 

the same amount of spots. 

Have a look and check. Put all of 

the 1 spots together. Then 2s and 

3s. 

 

Session 2 

Singing 5 Little leaves 

Counting each time how many are 

Explore leaves outside. 

How many can you find? 

Ask the children 

questions 

How many yellow ones 

can you find? 

Tell them I have found 4 

red leaves I wonder if I 

find one more. Let’s find 

one and count them. 

 

Also encourage children 

to make marks of how 

many they have found. 



amounts: for example, 

showing the right 

number of objects to 

match the numeral, up 

to 5. 

 left when one is taken away. 

Use 5 leaves and a number fan to 

support numerals. 

Support children to count how 

many there are each time. 

Go on a leaf hunt to see how many 

we can find. Make a grid and sort 

them by colour.  

 

Week 6 Adult 

led 

 

 

 

 

(If there is a 

week 7 – work on 

area that needs 

more work.) 

 Leaf activity 

Using leaves /numerals can the 

children match the correct 

numeral to amounts? 

Use a number fan or numeral card 

to support recognition. 

 

 Book and Nursery Rhyme links this half term 

5 Little Ducks 

5 Little Speckled Frogs 

5 Little Leaves 

We’re Going on A Leaf Hunt 

Colour books 

1,2,3 at the Zoo Eric Carle 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


