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History Medium Term Plan- Year 1- Autumn Term  

Significant event in the UK - Great Fire of London 

 Please highlight all cross curricular links 

Date Objective (s) Task/activity Resources Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To learn about events 

beyond living memory 

that are significant 

nationally or globally 

[for example, the 

Great Fire of London, 

the first aeroplane 

flight or events 

commemorated through 

festivals or 

anniversaries] 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can find out some of 

the ways in which 

London has changed 

Skills focus: 

Begin the process of 

establishing a sense of 

chronology by 

identifying and 

describing how things 

have changed with the 

passing of time. 

Start with a cold task- children to create a mind map to show 

what they know about the Great Fire of London. Children could 

also investigate a picture to help discuss what they think it may 

be. Record as a mind map they could go back and add to at the 

end of the unit to show what they have learnt. 

 

Main Teaching 

London Past and Present Powerpoint on Twinkl. 

 London Past and Present To develop an awareness of the past in 

the context of comparing present-day London to the London that 

existed before 1666. •  

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

Childre n to look at a photo of London in 1666. What can they see 

that is the same, what is different? 

SEN 

Sort photos of London in the past to London in the present day. 

Use observational skills to do this, are clothes different? The 

way they travel? Are photos drawings or real etc? Discuss with 

an adult about ehy this may be. 

Challenges 

 

Plenary 

What have the children found out from studying the sources, 

London Past 

and Present 

Powerpoint on 

Twinkl. 

 

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 

associated with 

the passing of 



 2 

discuss as a class. Would they like to live in 1666 London. time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 

associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 

 

Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To learn about events 

beyond living memory 

that are significant 

nationally or globally  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can locate the event 

on a time line and 

recognise that it took 

place in London 

 I can describe the 

hairstyle and clothes 

of Charles II and 

Samuel Pepys, and 

recognise that they 

Main Teaching: 

Open with the question-  Where and when did the Great Fire 

begin? 

within the lesson children should learn Children should learn: 

 where the Great Fire broke out 

 when the fire happened 

 to place the event on a time line showing periods in the 

history of England 

Provide a context for the story. Show the children a picture of 

central London today. Encourage them to work out the name of 

the city and show them the monument commemorating the Great 

Fire. 

Show the children portraits of Charles II, Samuel Pepys, and a 

citizen from mid-seventeenth-century England. Ask the children 

to describe the clothes and appearance of each. Use the 

information to establish that the fire began a 'very long time 

 

Class time 

line to add to. 

 

Pictures of 

Charles II 

and Samuel 

Pepys 

 

Picture of 

modern day 

London 

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 
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lived 'a very long time 

ago' 

I can place 'a very 

long time ago' and the 

Stuarts on a time line 

 

Skills focus: 

Children to focus on 

describing  and 

comparing pictures of 

people from the past. 

ago' in the period known as 'the Stuarts'. Ask the children to 

locate 'a very long time ago' on a simple time line. Explain who 

Charles II was, and introduce Samuel Pepys as someone who saw 

the fire and wrote about it. 

Discuss what life was like in the 17th century and the differences 

from now and present day.  

 

Differentiated Activities  

 

EXS Then and now fire man activity.Children to be given 

photographs to sort about the fire service in the past and 

present day. 

 

SEN 

Challenges 

Write a sentence to say why the fire spread quickly through the 

city. 

Plenary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 

associated with 

the passing of 

time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 

associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 
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Lesson 3 NC objective:  

To learn about events 

beyond living memory 

that are significant 

nationally or globally  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can describe the 

basic needs of humans 

and animals. 

 

Skills focus: 

Begin the process of 

establishing a sense of 

chronology by 

identifying and 

describing the order of 

events within the  

Great Fire of London. 

Main Teaching 

What happened in the Great Fire? 

Children to be given the images that show the great fire of 

London without discussing it previously. Can the children 

work together to deceide upon the order they think the 

events may have happened. This activity is to develop 

children chronological understanding rather than knowledge. 

Take a picture to put into books. Focus on asking children 

ehat they think is happening in each photo. Key questions 

such as “what is happening here?” “what can you see?” “who 

is in this picture?” could be placed on the table to prompt 

discussions. Children to feedback their ideas to the class. 

Leave photos out in the correct order.  

Look at the Powerpoint on Twinkl The Events of the Great 

Fire of London 

Children should learn: 

 why the fire broke out 

 about the main events of the fire 

 about the results of the fire 

 to sequence the events correctly 

Look at the powerpoint or Read or tell the story of the fire in as 

much detail as possible, illustrating it with pictures, including 

those of the main characters. Discuss with the children the story 

of the fire. Ask questions to check how much they have 

understood, using pictures to reinforce the story. Why did the 

fire start? Where did it start? What happened? Why did it end? 

What were the results of the fire? Why was it called the Great 

the 

PowerPoint on 

Twinkl The 

Events of the 

Great Fire of 

London 

 

 

Timeline 

images of the 

great fire of 

London 

 

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 

associated with 

the passing of 

time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 
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Fire? 

Children to go back to their tables. Can they put images in the 

correct order? Do they still think what is happening in the images 

is happening? 

Differentiated Activities 

Differentiate through questions by the teacher based upon 

historical skill. Can they explain/justify why they have put the 

images in that order? 

EXS  

 

SEN 

Challenges 

Plenary 

Come together and create a class timeline of the events of the 

Great Fire of London which can be referred to throughout the 

unit. Focus to be on chronological knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 

 

Lesson 4 NC objective:  

To learn about events 

beyond living memory 

that are significant 

nationally or globally  

 

Lesson objectives: 

I can describe the 

key features of 

Main Teaching 

Revisit the events of the Great Fire of London Powerpoint. 

Why did the fire spread so far and stay alight for so long? 

Children should learn 

 why the fire spread so far for so long 

 what makes cities safer from great fires today 

Houses from 

the past and 

the present 

 

Twinkl 

powerpoint 

The events 

of the Great 

Fire of 

London  

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 
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houses and streets in 

the seventeenth 

century 

I can give one or more 

reasons why the fire 

spread quickly, and 

why it stopped 

I can know where 

people went for safety 

 

Skills focus: 

Identify, describe 

compare and contrast 

houses from 1666 with 

today. 

Show the children pictures of typical seventeenth-century 

houses, churches and street scenes. Encourage them to describe 

the street scene and what the houses are made from. Discuss 

with the children the reasons why the fire spread rapidly and 

why people took refuge in churches and in boats on the river. 

Encourage the children to think about who helps to fight fires 

today. Explain that there was no fire brigade at the time. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

Can the children label a picture of a 1666 house to say why it was 

dangerous. 

Can they design  a better house that would have slowed the 

spread of the fire. (using sources of london now for inspiration. 

SEN  

Sort images of houses now to 1666. Can they talk about the 

differernce in the houses? Why were they dangerous? 

Challenges 

 

Plenary 

Share house designs for a safer home for London.  

Look arounf London using Google Street view. DO any of their 

houses look like the houses they have designed? What materials 

are they made from? 

 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 

associated with 

the passing of 

time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 

associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 
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Lesson 5 NC objective: To learn 

about events beyond 

living memory that are 

significant nationally or 

globally  

 

Lesson objectives: 

 

Skills focus: 

Record and describe 

some of the things 

adults at the time 

remember about The 

Great Fire of London 

Main Teaching  

Look at the PowerPoint on Twinkl – How do we know about the 

great fire of London.  

 How do we know what happened in the Great Fire? 

Children should learn: 

 what an eyewitness is 

 about the part played by artists in recording the events of 

the Great Fire 

 

Talk to the children about what the pictures that show the Great 

Fire of London are like (pictures not photos) discuss why this is.  

Discuss what an eye witness is and why this is important. Return 

to think about Samuel Pepys.  Read his diary as a class and 

discuss 

Look at a newspaper article from the time.  

Role Play- children to sue what they know to pretend they were in 

the Great Fire of London. 

Mini Plenary-Share role play with class 

 

Differentiated Activities 

Children to write a short diray entry pretending they were at 

The Great Fire of London. 

Differentiate with images to support and writing frames. 

Challenges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at the 

PowerPoint 

on Twinkl – 

How do we 

know about 

the great 

fire of 

London.  

 

 

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 

associated with 

the passing of 

time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 
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 associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 

 

Lesson 6 NC objective:  

 

To learn about events 

beyond living memory 

that are significant 

nationally or globally 

 

Lesson objectives: 

 I can recall 

correctly some of the 

events of the fire 

 I know the main 

sources of information 

about the fire 

 

Skills focus: 

Identify and describe 

the events of the 

Great Fire of London 

Main Teaching 

Look at the twinkl PowerPoint What have we learnt about the 

Great Fire? 

Children should learn: 

 

Children to add to their mind amp from the start of the unit with 

anything they have learnt from the unit. 

 

Use Twinkl resources to create their own reports on The Great 

Fire of London. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

EXS  

 

SEN 

Challenges 

Plenary 

 

 

twinkl 

PowerPoint 

What have 

we learnt 

about the 

Great Fire? 

 words 

associated with 

buildings, eg 

timber-framed, 

plaster, thatch, 

church, abbey, 

cathedral, rebuilt 

 words 

associated with 

fire, eg flames, 

roaring, sparks, 

smoke, belching, 

rampaging, 

charred, burned, 

ruined, 

destroyed, saved 

 expressions 

describing 

reasons and 

results, eg 

because, reason, 

result, effect 

 words 
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associated with 

the passing of 

time, eg a very 

long time ago, 

began, first, 

next, then, after, 

at last, finally 

 words 

associated with 

sources of 

information, eg 

eyewitness, diary, 

first-hand, 

woodcut 

 

 


