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Geography Medium Term Plan- Year 2- Summer 

Let’s go to China 

Please highlight all cross curricular links 

Date Objective (s) Task/activity Resources Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

context of China.  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

countries studied at this 

key stage in the context of 

China.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can understand where 

China is in the world.  

I can locate China on a 

world map.  

Skills used 

Map skills to locate the 

cities and rivers. 

Start with a cold task- Children to write what they know about china. 

Main Teaching  

Discuss that we will be learning about China. Show the world map on the lesson 

presentation to show China in relation to Asia, the rest of the world and the 

UK. 

Which continent is China in? Which oceans are near to China? What countries 

are near to/far from China? Where is the UK located? Is China near of far? 

Show the map of China on the Lesson Presentation. Discuss the key features 

of the map and pinpoint the capital city (Beijing), main cities (Shanghai, Hong 

Kong, Chengdu etc.), rivers (Yangtze River and Yellow River), bordering 

countries (14 in total) and surrounding oceans (Pacific, East China sea, Yellow 

sea, Bay of Bengal) and islands off the coast of China (Hainan). Give children 

time to study the map and to ask any relevant questions or share existing 

knowledge. Discuss the key vocabulary with the children. 

Differentiated Activities 

Using the mapping China activity sheet children to locate and colour code China 

on the map. Label the capital city and other major cities, rivers and landmarks. 

Using a word bank for support. 

SEN- With support when available. Children fill in the gaps and use the word 

bank and key on the activity sheet.  

Challenges Children to label human and physical features on their maps. 

Plenary  

As a class children use google maps to explore china up close using street view. 

Lesson 

presentation  

IWB 

Activity sheet 

 

Atlases 

China, Asia, Beijing, 

Shanghai, continent, 

country, oceans/seas, 

provinces.  
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Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To devise simple maps in the 

context of China.  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

context of China.  

Lesson objectives 

 I can draw a simple map.  

I can understand what life 

is like for people in China.  

Skills used 

 

 

Starter: On mini whiteboards children to draw a map of China from memory. 

Discuss to shape of the country and can they label any cities or landmarks. 

 

Main Teaching 

Using the cold task from the previous lesson get children to share what 

knowledge they already have about China, what did they learn in the first 

lesson and what more would they like to know. 

 

Explain this lesson will look at what life is like in China including human and 

physical features, Highlight how Chinese life might be different or similar to 

life in the UK. What is school like in China? How might going to school in China 

be different or similar to going to school in the UK? What is the weather like 

in China? What do we know about the weather in the UK? Why is the weather 

like this?  

  

Differentiated Activities Children to create a China Lapbook showing what 

they have learnt about China in the two lessons. With use of the internet and 

non-fiction books where possible. 

 

SEN- Adult support available but paired with another children who will 

support them also. Children to have pictures to support them. 

Plenary 

Create a post it wall of what the children have learnt. 

Lesson 

presentation 

Mini 

whiteboards 

China lapbook 

worksheet 

 

People’s Republic of 

China, Asia, freehand 

map, currency (yuan), 

population (people), 

weather, climate, 

Mandarin, Chinese New 

Year, farming, 

producer, export, 

landmark.  

 

Lesson 3 NC objective:  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

Starter: Remind children about the concept of a capital city (introduced in 

Year 1). What is a capital city? What is the capital city of England? Has anyone 

visited London? What do you know about London? Use the Lesson Presentation 

to show the location of London and some of the key landmarks. Explain that 

children are going to learn about the capital city of China. What is the capital 

city of China? Where is it located? Use the slides to locate Beijing (NE China) 

and other major cities.  

Lesson 

presentation 

 

Sorting cards 

 Capital city, Beijing, 

London, similarities, 

differences, compare, 

landmark, traffic/ 

transport, pollution, 

smog, tourists.  
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in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

context of China (Beijing).  

Lesson objectives:  

I can compare what life is 

like in different countries 

(China and the UK).  

 

 

Skills used 

 

 

Main Teaching Introduce travelling ted, he has been travelling and been to 

China, Beijing and England, London. He’s brought us some pictures from his 

travel. 

Discuss the similarities and differences between London and Beijing with the 

children. Eg Beijing is a busy city with traffic. Use  mini whiteboards to write 

their ideas split the whiteboard into similarities and difference. 

 

Using the pictures in a circle time activity sort the images into London and 

Beijing. 

Differentiated Activities  

Children work together in mixed ability groups to make a model of The Great 

Wall of China. Offer a variety of materials which could include clay, 

construction materials (Lego, Meccano, wooden blocks), junk modelling/craft 

materials or even sugar cubes. The aim of the activity is to make the longest 

wall in a given time. The challenge could be turned into a class competition. 

Remind children about the rules of turn-taking and co-operative working. 

Children use the Great Wall of China Design Activity Sheet to plan their ideas 

and draw designs collectively, labelling parts and materials where possible.  

Plenary Share their models together. Using the activity sheet record the 

different measures of the walls using standard units of measure. Which is the 

longest wall? What materials were used? How was it made? Why was the wall 

made this way? How did you work as a group? Look for children taking accurate 

measurements and for evaluating the different walls.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4 NC objective:  

To ask geographical 

questions in the context of 

China.  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

Starter Discuss with the children that we will look at the webcam over Beijing 

https://www.webcamgalore.com/webcam/China/Beijing/28625.html create a 

bank of questions the children would like to find out. Encourage children to 

find the major landmarks. 

 

Main Teaching  

 

Children look specifically at what school life is like for children living in 

Beijing, an urban area. What do we know about cities? What does urban mean? 

Lesson 

presentation 

IWB 

Chinese school 

activity sheet 

School 

Webcam, observe, 

city, urban, rural, 

school, timetable, 

Beijing, similar, 

different, compare.  

 

https://www.webcamgalore.com/webcam/China/Beijing/28625.html
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and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

context of China and the UK 

(my locality).  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can ask questions to find 

out what places are like.  

I can compare school life in 

China (Beijing) and the UK 

(my own school).  

 

Skills used 

Making comparisons. 

Compare and contrast 

 

 

 

Watch the video https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7m34wx Children 

complete the timetable of the Chinese school day using the Chinese School 

Timetable Activity Sheet. What is the school day like for children in China? 

What lessons do children have? What activities do children do at break and 

lunchtime? How many children are there in a class and in the school? 

Summarise the key points about school life in China, answer any questions and 

clarify misconceptions that may arise.  

 

 

Differentiated Activities  

Activity 1Children to compare school life in the UK to China using the 

comparison sheet. 

SEN- Adult support where available and differentiated work sheet with less 

comparisons. 

Challenges  

Can children think of anymore of their own comparisons which haven’t been 

discussed as a class. 

 

Activity 2 Children compose a letter to a ‘friend’ in China to tell them what 

going to school in their own country is like. Children to use their comparisons 

and make connections when writing. 

 

SEN- Word mat to support vocabulary  

Plenary 

Discuss in a circle time activity how a Chinese child might feel coming to our 

school. 

comparison 

sheet 

Lesson 5 NC objective:  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

Starter: Recap what the children have learnt during the topic so far in small 

groups or pairs using mini whiteboards children to create mindmap of what 

they know. 

Main Teaching  

Discuss what culture is with the children, define the word see if children can 

name some aspects of their own culture or any other cultures. Discuss what 

Chinese culture is like and how it differs from ours. 

 

Discuss the children’s own culture and what the traditions, dress, language and 

religions are within this culture. Make comparisons between different 

 

Lessons 

presentation 

 

IWB 

Culture, traditions, 

festivals, celebrations, 

Chinese New Year, 

dragon, debt, symbol.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7m34wx
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context of China.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can understand what 

Chinese culture is like.  

 

Skills used 

 

cultures. Children to complete the My culture pizza activity sheet. 

 

Discuss Chinese new year with the children, ask them to share what they 

remember from year 1. What does Gong Hey Fat Choy mean? What 

celebrations and festivals are there in your culture? Discuss the key features 

and characteristics of Chinese New Year: preparing for New Year, New Year’s 

Eve and New Year’s Day. Use the photographs and videos to stimulate 

discussion. Encourage children to make comparisons to their own cultural 

celebrations. How are the Chinese celebrations similar or different to things 

that happen in your culture? What events do we celebrate in our country? Why 

do we celebrate? What special celebrations are held?  

Children to task different Chinese foods within class. Complete the Taste of 

China activity sheet. 

Differentiated Activities   

SEN- My cultural pizza images can used instead of writing if necessary. 

 

 

 

Lesson 6 NC objective:  

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country in the 

context of China.  

Lesson objectives:  

I can understand the 

different types of farming 

 

Main Teaching Explain to children that they will be looking at the different 

types of farming in China and the types of materials/foods/goods which are 

produced. What is farming? What are goods? What does produce mean? What 

types of foods/materials/goods are produced in the UK? Share ideas and 

record the children’s contributions to create a picture of farming in the UK.  

What types of foods/materials/goods do you think China produces? Explain to 

children that farming is a very important part of Chinese life and that many 

people in China work in farming. Work through the information slides to teach 

children about the various types of farming in China.  

Children are now going to focus on one of China’s biggest crops: rice. Do you 

eat rice at home? What different types of foods contain rice? Record 

children’s ideas of the different types of rice products suggested using the 

IWB  

 

Lesson 

presentation 

Farming, crops, 

materials, goods, 

foods, produce, 

producer, consume, 

agriculture, livestock, 

export, rural, 

vegetation.  
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in China.  

 

Skills used 

Observe aerial 

photographs 

 

Lesson Presentation. Gather children round and show the different rice based 

products you have collected. Let children feel the dry rice, shake packets, 

observe packaging and generally explore the textures. Add to the mind map 

any additional rice products from the observations and discuss the textures 

explored.  

 

Differentiated Activities  

SEN  

Challenges  

 

 

Hot task Children to return to their cold task and complete it further with 

that they now know using a green pen. 

 

 


