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Geography Medium Term Plan- Year 2- Spring 

Human and physical geography (hot and cold places) and locational knowledge (7 continents and oceans) 

Please highlight all cross curricular links 

Date Objective (s) Task/activity Resources Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and 

five oceans;  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents 

and oceans at this key 

stage.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can name and locate the 

continents and oceans of 

the world.  

Skills used 

Use an atlas to locate 

continents in the world. 

Start with a cold task- Children to mindmap everything they know about a 

continent and ocean.  

 

Main Teaching Using the lesson presentation’s aerial photographs discuss 

what the children can see. Highlight land, sea and continents that are visible. 

Ask the children Do you know any continents of the world? What are the main 

oceans of the world? Then move on to highlight the 7 continents and 5 oceans 

together. Discuss that continents. have a varied amount of countries, some 

more than others. Use the my place in the world map in your classroom to show 

children where the continent they live in fits. Explain some continents have 

islands and some don’t. With the children pinpoint the key features of the map 

and show their own continent What can you see? What are the green areas? 

Blue areas? Can you find our country? What continent is The UK in? 

Make up a mnemonic with the children to help them remember the 7 

continents of the world. Allow children to explore the globe in small groups to 

locate different continents. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

Using an Atlas suitable for KS1, use a world map and the differentiated 

Mapping The World Activity  

Sheet, children to locate and colour code the main continents different 

colours and Africa? Australia? What are the oceans called?  

SEN- Children fill in the gaps for continent and ocean labels with word bank 

and initial letters given.  

 

Challenges Extend to label the continents, oceans, north and south pole and 

Lesson 

presentation 

and IWB 

 

Globe 

World map, continent, 

ocean, equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

Asia, Africa, North 

America, South 

America, Australia, 

Europe, Antarctica, 

Atlantic, Pacific, 

Indian, Arctic Ocean, 

Antarctic Ocean, land, 

sea, sphere.  
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draw on the line of the equator.  

 

Plenary Children to compare their work with their partner 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

 

To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and 

five oceans;  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents 

and oceans at this key 

stage.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can locate continents, 

countries and oceans of the 

world accurately.  

I can understand key 

features of the continents 

Starter:  

Beat the geographer: Show a world map on the IWB and ask two children to 

come to the front. Teacher to call out a continent, country or ocean and it’s a 

race to see who can spot it first. Swap child if they correctly identify it. 

 

Main Teaching 

Looking in more detail at the different continents in the world and beginning 

to understand the countries, landmarks and human/physical features. What 

are the continents of the world called? What are the major oceans called? 

What continent do we live in?  

Work through the Lesson Presentation to discuss in detail and share 

information about each of the seven continents. Use the world map to locate 

the continent in context to the rest of the world each time. What can we learn 

about Africa? Asia? Where are these landmarks located? Show the world map 

showing the world’s five major oceans. Discuss the location of the main oceans. 

Show the map without the oceans labelled. With a partner, children try and 

name the five oceans together.  

Differentiated Activities In mixed ability pairs the children can research the 

different continents. Assign the groups a continent or two to research and 

children to create a mini book using the activity sheet for this lesson. 

 

Lesson 

presentation 

and IWB 

My mini book 

activity sheet. 

World, Continent, 

ocean, land, population, 

country, Europe, 

Africa, Asia, Australia, 

North America, South 

America, Antarctica, 

globe, world map.  
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of the world.  

Skills used 

 

 

SEN- Adult support available but paired with another children who will 

support them also. 

Plenary 

Match the outline of continent with the pictures from the atlas. Use the 

continent matching cards. 

 

Lesson 3 NC objective:  

To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and 

five oceans;  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents 

and oceans at this key 

stage.  

In the context of creating 

journey lines.  

Lesson objectives:  

I can understand how a 

journey can be made around 

the world.  

I know what a journey line 

is.  

 

Skills used 

Map skills and use of 

appropriate vocabulary 

Compass directions 

 

Starter: Children to use mini whiteboards to write down the continents within 

the world and recap the learning from previous lessons. 

 

Main Teaching  

Lesson about journey lines and will focus on creating a journey around the 

world. This will include identifying different continents and oceans. Recap 

previous learning from different lessons, the shape of the earth, compass 

directions. Use the globe to model where the journey is going to start 

modelling that whereas you start you will return to the same spot if you follow 

the same direction. 

Use the UK and a ribbon to show this on the globe, discuss the journey and the 

compass directions used. 

Where was the starting point? What continents/oceans did the journey take 

us through? Did the journey take us over more land or sea?  

Use the lesson presentation to model how the describe the journey using key 

vocabulary. 

 

Differentiated Activities Children work independently to create their own 

journey line using world maps. Use the making my own journey activity sheet. 

SEN Children work in smaller groups or as a table with an adult for support. 

Challenges can children plot more than one journey. 

 

Plenary 

Children to share their journey lines together. 

IWB 

Globe 

Presentation 

Map for the 

children 

Worksheet 

 Journey line, route, 

travel, sphere, 

compass, compass 

directions: North, 

East, South, West, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

Equator.  
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Lesson 4 NC objective:  

To understand the location 

of hot and cold areas of the 

world;  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents 

and oceans at this key 

stage.  

In relation to the equator 

and North and South Pole.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can understand the 

location of hot and cold 

countries around the world.  

I can begin to name climate 

zones around the world 

using key words (temperate, 

cold, warm, tropical)  

I can understand how the 

location of hot and cold 

countries affects the 

different animals that live 

there.  

 

Skills used 

Map skills 

Starter: 

Recap the northern and southern hemisphere using the lesson presentation and 

model some major countries. Using a glob or map ask children at random to 

locate a country in the north or the south hemisphere. 

Main Teaching  

Explain the lesson is about hot and cold climates within the world and that we 

will be looking at some of the animals that live in those areas. Define weather 

and climate and show children the climate zones on the lesson presentation. 

Introduce children to the vocabulary Define cold, temperate, warm and 

tropical climates and highlight the relevance of the equator to hot climates. 

Which continents/countries are hot/cold? What climate zone is our country 

in? Which climate would you like to live in? Where is a cold climate/tropical 

located? What do you notice about the location of hot countries?  

Mapping the world 

Differentiated Activities Using an atlas children to map out their four 

climate zones on the mapping world climates activity sheet. 

SEN- Children to colour code the four climate zones for hot and cold which 

are identified on the activity sheet. 

Challenges Extend children by asking them to label continents, major 

countries, oceans and the equator. 

 

Polar bears and pandas 

Children cut and stick the animals into the correct climate zones. 

 

Plenary 

Children to share their work with a partner and discuss the reasons they knew 

which animals belong to which climate. 

IWB 

Worksheets 

Lesson 

presentation 

Scissors and 

glue 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

hot, cold, climate 

zones, weather, 

climate: cold/polar, 

temperate, warm, 

tropical, adapt, 

habitats  
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Lesson 5 NC objective:  

To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and 

five oceans;  

To use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents 

and oceans at this key 

stage.  

In the context of a case 

study approach about 

Europe.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can locate the continent 

we live in and describe some 

of the key features.  

I am beginning to name 

some countries in Europe.  

 

Skills used 

 

Starter: 

Main Teaching  

Recap the learning of hot and cold climates from the previous lesson. 

Introduce travelling ted and explain he has been visiting our continent but in a 

different country to where we live. (France). 

Model how to locate Europe on the world map using the Lesson Presentation or 

invite children to the whiteboard. Show the location of The UK and England in 

relation to other European countries and name some of the main European 

countries. Where is Europe? Where is our country? What other countries are 

nearby? Have you been to visit any countries in Europe?  

Introduce children to France as case study How can we locate France? What is 

the capital city called? Locate France using the world map in the context of 

Europe and then in more detail looking at regions within France. Use the 

Lesson Presentation to look at key features of France including transport, 

landmarks, physical features, tourism. What can we find out about France? IS 

France similar/different to living in The UK? Look for children who can make 

connections to the UK.  

 

Differentiated Activities Using an Atlas, children firstly locate Europe. Using 

the European Country Matching Cards children match the outline map to the 

correct country in Europe.  

SEN- Adult support where available with fewer matching cards. Discussion as 

a pair or group. 

Challenge- Extent to write the name of the country correctly in the spaces. 

 

Children complete the Fabulous French Food Evaluation Sheet to evaluate and 

analyse each food. Children could ‘move’ round different tables where foods 

 

 

Continent, Europe, 

European, France, 

Paris, capital city, 

region, evaluate, 

senses, cuisine.  
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are already set out. Discuss food hygiene (washing hands with soap, not 

touching food if they do not wish to try it etc) and model an example of 

tasting a food and using the activity sheet. Use the Fabulous French Food 

Labels to label each of the foods.  

 

 

Lesson 6 NC objective:  

To use aerial photographs 

to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical 

features.  

To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical and human 

features.  

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can look at aerial 

photographs using my 

observation skills.  

I can find key features in 

aerial photographs (bridges, 

roads, coastline, forests, 

houses) using my 

observation skills.  

I can use key words to 

describe the features I see.  

 

Skills used 

Observe aerial 

 

Main Teaching 

Explain to children we are going to be looking at aerial photographs. Ask if 

children know what this means, Show children some aerial photographs of the 

local area around school. Recap the different human and physical features on 

these photos. 

Use the Lesson Presentation to show the aerial photograph of London. Children 

to pinpoint human and physical features in talk partners. (River Thames, open 

space/parks, lakes, trees, bridge, buildings, houses, church, football ground, 

roads, boats, railway line) What do you notice? Is this photograph of the town 

or country? Continue to show the aerial photographs.  

 

Differentiated Activities Children use the spot it worksheet to correctly 

label the key features of a range of aerial photographs.  

SEN Support fewer pictures for hcildren to sort and support to help with 

spelling key words. 

Challenges Children to work in mixed ability pairs to label some human and 

physical features. 

 

 

Hot task  

Children return to the cold task from the beginning of the topic and add the 

new things they have been learning. 
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photographs 

 

 


