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Geography Medium Term Plan- Year 2- Autumn 

Geographical Skills and field work- Maps 

Please highlight all cross curricular links 

Date Objective (s) Task/activity Resources Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To devise simple maps; and 

use and construct basic 

symbols in a key in the 

context of the school/local 

area.  

 

Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its 

countries as well as the 

countries, continents and 

oceans studies at this key 

stage. 

 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 

use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the geography of their 

school and its grounds and 

the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can draw a simple sketch 

map.  

Skills used 

Start with a cold task- Children to mindmap everything they know about maps, 

what they’re for or how they work and why we use them. To assess prior 

knowledge of map work. Children can even draw a small map somewhere on 

their page. 

 

Main Teaching Discuss with the children what they already know about maps, 

what are they used for? What are the features? What can we use to look at 

maps? Where can we find maps? Post it note or mind map these examples with 

the children on IWB to share and discuss ideas. 

 

Discuss the lesson presentation with the children and show them the sketch 

map explaining what a sketch map is. Talk partners to discuss the sketch maps 

What can you see? What types of buildings are there? What colours are used? 

Why? What key features can you spot? Ensuing children know it is a rough map 

of the key features of an area. Focus onto the local area such as the school 

with the children. 

Show children a sketch map/ google earth map of the school, children to pick 

out the key features to include in their sketch maps. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

Children to make their own sketch maps of the school within their local area 

including key features they had identified on the carpet. Share the checklist 

with the children. 

 

SEN- Children to complete a simple map of the school with one or two 

additional features. Adult support if possible. 

ChallengesChildren include key features, labels and colour code. Peer checking 

to see if all the key features have been included. Extend children to draw on a 

journey that they make from school.  

 

Powerpoint 

presentation 

 

Google Maps 

 

IWB  

 

Map of the local 

area for the 

IWB 

 

Atlases 

 

Flipchart paper 

Sketch map, key, title, 

compass rose, 

direction, aerial (bird’s 

eye) view, map 

symbols.  
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Make a simple map 

Use symbols and a key 

accurately 

Plenary Children to compare their sketch maps to the features they see 

around the school on google earth. Talk in partners to compare maps. 

 

Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objective:  

To use simple compass 

directions (North, South, 

East and West) and 

locational 

and directional language to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on a 

map in the context of the 

school environment.  

To devise simple maps; and 

use and construct basic 

symbols in a key in the 

context of the school/local 

area.  

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 

use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the geography of their 

school and its grounds and 

Starter: Introduce compass points to the children ask the children to discuss 

in partners if they know the rhyme “ never eat shredded wheat”. Children to 

discuss together. 

 

Explain to the children what this means using a youtube clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Te0Td0QVoj0 discuss together what the 

need for compasses and compass points are. 

 

Discuss the powerpoint presentation with the children there is also an 

alternative clip within the presentation which can be used. Use a compass as a 

class to move N, S, E and W around the classroom. 

 

Main Teaching 

Children to work in partners with the maps they had made from the previous 

lesson, or a google earth maps of the local area. Children to choose a starting 

(A)and finishing point (B) on their map and direct their partner using compass 

directions from A to B. 

Move on to discussing what a route is with the children What is a route? What 

routes do you take? Are these routes near/far? Why do people plan a route? 

What methods of transport might people use? 

Using google maps show the children a route we could walk from school to 

another given point. Model to the children to roads we would talk and the 

Powerpoint 

presentation 

 

Compasses (4 

point) 

 

Map of local are 

(OS maps or 

google earth) 

IWB for 

modelling route 

planning  

Coloured pencils 

 

Compass, compass 

rose, direction, route, 

local area, near/far, 

distance, time, 

transport.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Te0Td0QVoj0
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the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can use compass 

directions to move around a 

map.  

I can plan a route in the 

local area.  

Skills used 

 

 

compass directions to take on this route. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

Children plan a walking route around the local area using a copy of a local area 

map relevant to your school. Children use the school as a starting point and 

then plan a simple route to a point of interest or landmark of their choice 

taking account of road names and places as they journey.  Children to plan 

their route and record it in a key. 

 

SEN- Children to plan a simple route using the planning word grid with adult 

support where available. 

Challenges] 

Can children plan a different route onto their map using a key to highlight the 

difference. 

Plenary 

In Talk partners, children to describe their journey to school using their 

representations.  

 

Lesson 3 NC objective:  

Place Knowledge 

Name locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom. 

 

Human and physical 

geography 

use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features, and 

human features 

 

Use aerial photographs and 

plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical 

features. 

Starter:  

Discuss atlases with the children recapping prior knowledge and explaining 

what they are used for and how they are used. Using the lesson presentation 

revise the map symbols the children will have used previously. 

 

Main Teaching  

What can we say about an atlas? What do we use an atlas for? When might you 

use an atlas?  

Share the slides on the Lesson Presentation to model and discuss the key 

features of an atlas. What can be found at the front of an atlas? (contents) 

What can be found at the end? (index) How would we find where England is by 

using an atlas; what would we do first? What would we 

do next? Discuss the use of the contents, index and how it is organised. Model 

how to find the UK using a political map in the atlas, then model how to find 

the four countries of the UK.  

In pairs get children to discuss and explore the maps trying to find their 

countries and cities they’re familiar with. Use the guidance on the lesson 

Powerpoint 

presentation 

 

Atlases 

Map symbols, atlas, 

index, page numbers, 

contents, key, human, 

physical, continent, 

country, capital city.  
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Lesson objectives:  

I can identify map symbols.  

I can use an atlas to find 

places in the UK.  

 

Skills used 

Use geographical terms 

Use atlases to locate places 

within the UK 

presentations. 

 

Differentiated Activities 

Children to identify the key places in the atlas in pairs and record the page 

number using the scavenger hunt sheet as a reference. 

EXS- Children to find places and geographical features in the UK. 

SEN 

Children to find places and simple features in the UK with adult suport where 

available or peer support. 

Challenges 

Children to find places and geographical features in the UK along with locating 

their own places for a partner to find. 

 

Plenary 

Atlas challenge game where one child chooses a place to find and children race 

to find it in pairs. Swap. 

Lesson 4 NC objective:  

Place Knowledge 

Name locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom. 

 

Name, locate and identify 

the world’s seven continents 

and five oceans. 

To use atlases and globes to 

identify the UK and its 

countries in the context of 

using an atlas/developing 

atlas skills.  

 

Human and physical 

geography 

use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

Starter: 

Display a map on the IWB and ask children to discuss with partners where the 

UK is. Recap what has been discussed in previous lesson and allow children time 

to briefly familiarise themselves with atlases. Remind children of the features 

and how they work. Using the lesson presentation show the children the list of 

places, discuss how they would be shown in the index of the atlas. Complete 

the ordering of the places together on the IWB. 

 

Main Teaching  

Define the key vocabulary – What is a continent? What is an ocean? Can you 

name any continents or oceans of the world? Give children time to study the 

atlas in pairs and to look closely at the world map, places and geographical 

features they can see. What can you see on the world map? What countries 

would you like to visit? Why? Clarify any misconceptions and tricky place 

names.  

Explain to children we are going to look at countries, continents and oceans 

within the world map. Children use their atlas to find a variety of worldwide 

locations (continents, countries, oceans) given on the Lesson Presentation. 

Support children to use the atlas and to scan 

the world map for the key locations  

Powerpoint 

presentation 

Atlases 

Google 

earth/map 

Atlas, index, page 

numbers, key, contents 

page, cartographer, 

continent, ocean, 

countries.  
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physical features,  and 

human features 

 

 

Lesson objectives:  

I can use alphabetical order 

in an atlas to find places and 

countries in the UK.  

I can locate the seven 

continents of the world 

using an atlas.  

I can locate the five major 

oceans of the world using an 

atlas.  

I can find the correct pages 

in an atlas by using the 

index.  

 

Skills used 

Use an atlas to identify 

locations including 

countries, continents and 

oceans. 

 

Children work together to solve the riddles of the continents and oceans in 

the world. 

Differentiated Activities 

Children work together in mixed ability pairs and can use the Continents and 

Oceans Atlas Checklist to support. Adult support where required 

Challenges 

Children can be extended to making up their own riddles for their partner and 

even thinking about human and physical features to include. 

Plenary 

Wonderful world word search. 

 

Lesson 5 NC objective:  

Place Knowledge 

understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom 

Starter: 

Teacher to think of a secret place and give children clues, children to use 

their atlases to guess the location. Practising their atlas skills. 

Main Teaching  

Explain to the children we are going to be looking at aerial photographs, what 

they are, what they look like, what they are used for? 

Show children the example on the Lesson Presentation, ask: What do you 

notice? How is this photograph different to an aerial view? What can ground 

Lesson 

presentation 

 

Atlas 

 

Globe 

Aerial view, bird’s eye 

view, ground 

level view, above, 

perspective, plan, key, 

labels, title, colour 

code, satellite, human, 

physical, senses.  
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To use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical 

features.  

Human and physical 

geography 

use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features,  and 

human features 

 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 

use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the geography of their 

school and its grounds and 

the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

To use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the geography of their 

school and its grounds and 

the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding 

environment in the context 

of aerial photographs.  

 

 

Lesson objectives:  

level photographs tell us that aerial photographs don’t? Children work in pairs 

comparing and matching the ground level view photographs with aerial 

photographs using the Up Above or from the Ground Activity Sheet.  

 

Differentiated Activities 

Show the children the aerial photo of Ben Nevis in the presentation discuss 

with the children what they see how it looks and what they would expect to 

feel in this place. 

Children to use the viewing from above activity sheet to describe the aerial 

photographs. 

 

Plenary 

Show the children a. Variety of photographs of the aerial view around school 

and children to discuss what they notice. 
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I can use my observation 

skills to find key features in 

aerial photographs.  

I can compare an aerial view 

and a ground level view.  

I can use my senses to say 

describing words about 

what I can see in aerial 

photographs.  

I can spot key features of 

the school and local area 

using aerial photographs.  

 

Lesson 6 Place Knowledge 

understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom 

 

Human and physical 

geography 

use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features,  and 

human features 

 

To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to: key 

human and physical 

 

Main Teaching 

Disucss the lesson presentation with the class about the different oceans, 

questioning What is an ocean? What is the difference between a sea and an 

ocean? Can you name any of the world’s major oceans? How is an ocean or sea 

shown on a map?. Encourage children to use explanation about the sea and 

ocean. Ask children for examples if they can name them. Children look at the 

world map and discuss in talk partners where two of the worlds oceans are 

located using the lesson presentation. 

Children complete the Oceans Quiz on the Lesson Presentation. Children to use 

an atlas and recording their answers on whiteboards. Go through the answers 

taking feedback from the children. Children can use self-marking to assess 

their answers.  

Using an atlas 1 between 2 and the differentiated Mapping our Oceans 

Activity Sheets, children locate and label the main oceans of the world as a 

map skills activity.  

Lesson 

presentation 

and IWB 

 

Atlases 

 

Oceans 

worksheet 

Human, physical, man-

made, natural, sea, 

ocean, water, mass, 

salt water.  

 



 8 

features.  

To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and 

five oceans in the context 

of developing map skills.  

I can use key words to 

explain human and physical 

features.  

I can name and locate the 

world’s five main oceans.  

 

Skills used 

 

 

Differentiated Activities  

EXS Children are extended to label the continents.  

SEN Children cut and stick the key ocean names in the correct location. 

Support where required.  

Challenges Children extended to locate and label some of the world’s main 

seas and the main continents.  

 

Plenary Share children’s work discussing the different oceans. 

 

Hot task to show progress- children to go back to cold task. What can they 

add? Can they identify human/Physical features? Do they recognise anything 

else from the local area? 

 

 


